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good supplies to the public. That should
mean an improvement in the interests of the
consuming public. I have looked into the
blocking system and I can see there are more
than two sides to the question.

Li1on. Sir William Lathlaja: That is so.
lion. J. Mr. MACFARLANE: It would

be easy to make serious mistakes. I would
like any such scheme not to be made obli-
gatory at the itiception. It should at first
be investigated fully and mnade to apply
economically.

Hlon. Sir William Lathlain: The City
Council discussed the question for years.

lion. J. Mr. MACFARtLANE: I know there
is a long file dealing with the question,
and J know the City Council decided that if
it could not be applied to districts outside
thle Greater Peith area, it could not
be applied to that area itself. The
final matter I will deal with relates
to ltce centeniary of Western Australia
which will be celebrated shortly. I
was disappointed that no mention of that
subject was made in the Governor's Speech,
and we have bad nothing from the Leader
of the I-ouse as to what thle Government pro-
pose to do to commemorate the event. You,
Mr. President, have made a suggestion that
is desirable. 1 hope it will receive the sup-
port it deserves. You proposed the com-
pletion of Parliament ljluse buildings, and
if that work could be taken in hand im-
mediately, it could be carried out in time for
the entenairy celebrati-us. That would he
a fitting memorial for the occasion. I will
leave th matter at that and content myself
with supporting- the motion before the
House.

Ou motion by H-on. WV. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.mn.
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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANfCE BOARD, CIENTS.

Mr. LATHAM aked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many clients are operating
under the Indus-tries Assistance Act? 2,
How many are soldier settlers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:

rinar Soldier TOta.
1Ioroes Settlers.

IAnd Rentsapeid.. 80 .. 80
Fully Assisted 282 62 944
Partly Assisted 49 80 129
Stopped Accounts 341 141 482
Funded Debts .. 284 112 396

1,035 995 2,031

QUESTION-TRAFFIC BRIDGE,
EASSENDEAN.

Hon. W. D. -JOHN SON asked the Min-
ister for Works: 1, For how long- will the
road bridge over the Swan River at Bassen-
dean be closed to traffic? 2, Could not the
decking of the old -road bridge be repaired
sufficiently to enable tradesmen's and other
lightly laden vehicles to travel between
Guildford and Bassendean during the period
that the main bridge is closed? 3, If so,
could the repairs be done imnmediately 9

Hon. J. CUNNINGhIAl (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, Four weeks.
2, The decking is very much decayed, and
the extent of this could only be ascertained
by an extensive investigation. It is, how-
ever, certain that extensive and costly re-
pairs would he necessary before even light
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traffic could be permitted to use the bridge.
In any event the trackway is so narrow that
with vehicular trafre permitted, pedestrian
traffic would have to be barred, thereby
causing more inconvenience than would be
overcome. 3, Answered by No. 2.

PASTORAL LEASES EXPIRING 31ST DE-
CEMBER, 1028.

KIMBERLEY DIVISON.

-. me. Le Anea. Yearly.TO
No. Ica

QUESTION-WATER
RENTAL.

METERS,

'.%r. LATHAM asked the 'Minister for
Water Supply: 1, Whlat kind of water
meter is supplied in the city? 2, What is
the annual rental charged for a one-inch
and four-inch wanter meter, both inferential
and lpositive, rest.-ectively?

Hon. .1. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Water Supply) replied: 1, Infer-
ential and positive. 2, Annual rental for
meters is fixed by By-law 125, as follows:-
"Every person supIplied with water by mea-
sure to other than rated premises or private
residences shall pay meter rent in advance
according to the following scale":-

Annual Rent.

Size of Meter.
Inferential Positive.

9. s.
k-inch.............10 10

I . ... ... 10 10
.. .. 10 10

I,..... ...... 10 10
1 , ... ... 15 25

.. ,,. 15 25
4,.............20 40

2,,..............25 60
3. ... ... 30 100
4, ... ... 40 130

QUESTION-PASTORAL LEASES.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many Kimberley pastoral
leases expire in 1928, by whom are the leases
held, and of what acreage do the leases
consist? 2, Does be intend to introduce
legislation relative to pastoral leases that
expire in 192S to bring them into conformity
witlh other leases that expire in 1948? It
so, when?

The MINI.\STERI FOR LANDS replied:
1, Thirty-six. Full particulars as to lessees,
areas and rentals attached. 2, The matter is
tinder consideration.

I

0- Layman ... 869/98
do. ... 424198
do. ...L1 549198
do. .. 1649

AuStran In- 1088198
vestment I
Agency

do. do. 132831102

WV. J. Coleman! 931/98
do. .. M4098
do. ... ' 033198do. ... 784/O8
do. ... 948/918
do. ... 873/98
do. ... 1103/93

B. Copley .. 407198
d. .:462(98

do .. 505/98
do. ... 576 /98
do. ... 655/98
do. ... 1087/98

Weaber & T- 1073198
nouth

do. do. 1074108
do. do. 1040/08

Rt. Hearten ... 487198
do. ... 488108
do. . 10802
do.: . 16031102
do. ... 3292/102
do. ... 1099198
do. ... 1039/98

Geo. Mfoss ... 285/98

H. O'Grady ... 1124/08

W ' Madden ... 963/98
do. ... 982/98

IV. At, Madden 1072/08

G. J. Willam.t.. 1059/98

Madden & nice. 15111/102
na141

2200 a.d.
2200 6 10 0

26,000 6 10 0
64,00 10 0 0
40,000 10 0 0

124,000 31 0 0

189,000 34 15 0

50,000 1210 0
100.000 25 0 0
10 0,000 25 

0020,000, 
5 0 055,000 13 16 070,000 17 10 023,0001 5 15 0

92,000 23 0 0
50,000 12 10 045.000 it 5 0

100,000 25 0 0
61,0001 15 5 0
60,000 15 0 0

45,000 11 5 0

40,000 10 0 0
40.000 10 0 0

22,000 5 10 0
23,000 5 15 0
10,000 2 10 0
48,000 12 0 0
20,480 6 5 0
20,000 5 0 0
20,000 5 0 0

20,0001 5 0 0

37815 1ij0j
20,000 5 0 o0
20.000 5 0 0

18,5421 4 15 0

34.7001 17 10 0

80,000 0

QUESTION-PETROL AND ENTER-
TAINMENT TAXES.

Mr. GILFFITHIS asked the Premier:
1, What amount has been collected onl ac-
count of the petrol tax tip to the 30th June,
1927 ? 2, Has the State petrol tax been
dropped altogether since the 30th Septem-
ber, 1926? 3, What amount has been col-
lected onl account of the entertainment tax
up to the 30th Suite, 1927?

The PREMIIER replied: 1, £C71,882 is.
2, The general collection of petrol tax has
(eatsed, but corr-espondence is proceeding re-
garding certain outstandings. 3, £60,151
14s. 3d.

152,000

263,000

418,000

408,000

125,000

163,480

20,000

37,815

40,000

18,542

34,700

80,000o

1760,537
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Onl motion by Mr. Panton, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to 'Ar. Wilson
(Collie) on the ground of ill-health.

On motion by M1r. J. H. Smith, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Hon.
W. J. George (Mjurray-Wellington) on the
ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the 11th August.

MR. PANTON (Mvenzies) [4.391 : it
addressing a few remarks to the House,
may 1, at the outset, take the opportunity,
Mr. Speaker, to congratulate you on your
re-election to the high and honourable posi-
tion of Speaker of this House. I feel sure
that the discipliningv you gave mnembers dur-
ing the last Parliament will result in your
having little difficulty this session. I would
also like to welcome to our midst the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally), and
the member for North-East Frenmantle (Mr.
Howe), and to congratulate them upon their
election to this Chamber. Having worked
with both those gentlemen for a consider-
able time in another sphere, T feel certain
they will be acquisitions to the debating
strength of this House. I would also add
my welcome to the member for Moore (Mr.
Ferguson). In extending my felicitations
to him, may I say that I deeply regret,-that
our old friend, Colonel Denton, was the
only member of the last Parliament who
fell by the wayside at the general elections.
With all due respect to the present member
for Moore, I am sure there were very few
members, if any, who could be so ill-spared
as old Jim Denton. I have known him for
a long period, and in somewhat livelier
times than we are accustomed to experience
in this Chamber. For several reasons 1
sincerely regret the defeat of that gentleman.
However, 1 feel sure, from what I know of
the present member for Moore, that he will
make friends among those sitting in this
Chamber, although perhaps it will not be
possible for him to make so many friends
so quickly as Colonel Denton did. Mueh
has been said about the last election and I
am pleased, notwvithsta nding what has been
said by members of the Opposition, to be in
the position of representing the smallest
electorate in Australia, if not in the world.

Mr. C. P. Wanabrough: Pleased!1
Mr. PANTON: Yes. It does not always

fall to the lot of an hion. member to have
such a distinction.

Nir. Sampson : It is unique.
Mr. Lindsay: What about extinction?
Mr. PANTON: 1 have no hesitation in

predicting, however, that INenzies will one
day be a much larger electorate than some
of those represented in this Chamber.

Vr. Sampson: Do you suggest that a
redistribution will make that possible?

Mr. PAN TON : At present the Comet
A'ale iui is going ahead. The battery is
erected,, and within the next few weeks a
number of men wvili be at work there. I
have received a telegram from those in
eharge of the Lady Shenton Mine inform-
ing me that they have struck wbat they
think is the old lode in that mine. If that
is so, it will mean a big thinlg. The Riv-
erina South Mine, after lying idle since
1917, since when the workings have been
hlooded, has been tinwatered and there is
every prospect of that mine being a wealth
producer at an early date. In these cir-
cumstances, I have great hopes of being
mrember for Menzies for a considerable time
to conlic.

Mr. Richardson: We wish you luck!
Mr. 'Maley: It is quite on the cards that

anothcr Cong.ardie will be found in that
district.

Yr. PANTON: That in so. During this
session, and particularly during last session,
mnany gibes were made, if I may use that
'xpression, regarding- the necessity for a
redistribution of seats, and, of course, the
Menzies and Canning electorates were al-
ways in the forefront of the arguments that
were used,

Mr. Saniwon: They are the striking ex-
am pies.

Mr. P3ANTON : They represent the
smallest and the largest electorates in West.-
emn Australia. Most of the argnment has
lieen on the question of one vote,' one value-
I am not, and never have been, an advocate
of the present situation.

Mr. -Maley: You can argue that Menzies
has produced more for the advancement of
the State than has the Canning- electorate.

Mr. PAN1\TO'N : The people in the
Canning electorate and in others as well
have been living upon what the Menzies and
other electorates hare produced. If it
eomes. to a question of the redistribution of
seats on the basis of one vote, one value, I
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will be quite willing to assist to achieve
that result. 1 have taken oust a few figures
to show just what would happen respectias
some of the electorates represented by Op-
position members, if the distribution were
effected on the basis of one vote, one value.

Mlr. E. B3. Johnston: We want a more
equitable bas5is.

Mr. PAXTON: The member for West
Perth (11r. Davy) end the member for
I~atanning ("Mr. Thomson) have taken up
page after page in "Hansard" talking-
about the principle of one vote, one value,
and talking about equitable representation.
After all is, said and done, it is 'only a
question of 17,000 odd votes or 2,000 odd
votes. I will take some figures from the
latest returns available, those in connection
with the last general election. For the
sevca seats represented by members of the
Country Party, the whole of the electors total
29,440f. 1 an not one of those who contend,
as do some members on the Opposition side,
that the elected member represents only the
people who vote for him. When a member
is elected, he should be in a position to repre-
sent the whole of the electors of his district,
and not only one section of them.

Mr. Sampson:- Members on this side stand
f or that.
Mr. P"ANTON': And so do members on

this side. What members of the Opposition
s-tand for, however, is not enunciated in their
remarks in this Chamber. The seven seats
held by -members of the Country Party re-
present 28,440 voters, an average of 4,063
for each electorate. The two electorates of
Canning and Leederville represented by mem-
bers on this side of the House have 29,248
electors, or an averalge of 14,643 each.

Mr. Lindsay: Two wrongs do not make
a right.

Mr. I'ANTON: I wish to show that the
discrepancy is not confined to the represen-
tation on one side of the Rouse. It is not
wholly and solely a matter of MeAicis nd
Canning.

Mr. Lindsay: There are a few other gold-
fields electorates.

Mlr. PAXTON-: Then the hon. member con
quote them.

Mr. Lindsay: I haove already spoken.
Mr. PANTOY: I shall quote what I con-

sideir necessaryv. With the seven country
party seat-, having 28,440 electors, let me
contrast five seats represented by Labour,
having- 55,602 electors, or an average of

9,206 against the Country Party average of
4,063.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: Give us the average
of all the Labour seats.

Mr. PANTON: As I informed the maem-
ber for Toodyay (Mlr. Lindsay), the member
for Williams-Narrogin (M1r. E. B. Johnston)
can do that. Let us now take the seven
Country Party seats and add to them the
country seats of Irwin, M1urray-Wellington,
Nelson, Northain, Wagin, Sussex and York.

M1r. Mfaley: Irwin is not a Country Party
seat.

'Mr. PAN TON: It is not a goldfields seat;
it is a country seat. The 14 seats I have
mentioned have 58,614 electors, or an aver-
age of 4,186, while the seven Labour seats
total 04,442 electors,* or an average of 9,206.

Mr. Noitb: The total votes cast are just
about iuprcscntative of the number of seats
held.

M%1r. PAN TON:; I am speaking of the n um -
ber of electors on the roll.

Mr. North: But the parties represent
roughly the total votes east. Is not that
correctI

Mr. PANTON: I am not dealing with
that aspect.

Mr. Latham: You are not likely to deal
with that aspect.

Mr. PANTON': I could do so quite easily
and still maintain the logic of my argument.
My intention at present is to reply to the
gibjes that have so frequently been uttered
by members on the other side relative to the
small number of electors in Menzies and thme
large number in Canning. I am pointing
out that seven members on this side of the
House represent mmore electors than do 14
'o0untry members on the other side of the

side of the House. Consequently when menm-
hers urge the need for redistribution, I am
with them oil the one-vote-one-valuie prin-
cile .

Mr. Latham: You would not. he f air to
You~r electors if that were so.

Mr. PANTON: Never mind that; I anm
trying- to be fair to the electors of York

asWell as other districts. I am trying to
array myself on the side of members op-
posite wh~o have been talking- so much of the
ome-vot-one-value principle.

Alr. Thomson: flo you believe in giving
the umetropolitn area half the representa-
tion of the State?

Mr. PAXTON: I believe in the one-vote-
ore-value principle, which the member for
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West Perth (Mr. Davy) said the Opposition
favoured.

Air. Latham: No, we do not believe in
that.

Ifr. PANTON: The hon. member has
changed his attitude already.

Mr. Maley: If you took the whole popu-
lation of the State, you would not be here
to-day.

Air. PANTON: Let us carry the one-vote-
one-value argument a little further. If we
consider the attitude of members on the
other side of the House it is obvious that
they do not believe in one-vote-one-value.
The three Labour members of this House
whose districts comprise the West Pro-
vince of the Legislative Council represent
16,330 electors, and Labour has two re-
presentatives out of three in that House.
Taking the Metropolitan-Suburban Province
the Labour members in this Chamber repre-
sent 40,060 and those electors have no re-
presentatives in another place. is that one-
vote-one-value? Taking the South-West
Province, Labour in this Chamber is repre-
senting 11,268 electors, and there is no re-
presentative of Labour in another place for
the districts embraced in that Province. The
North-East and South Provinces cover ten
Assembly seats, nine of which are held by
Labour representatives, and yet they have
only one representative in the Legislative
Council. So members may take the figures
right through and find how the one-vote-
one-value principle works out when it comes
to returning members, not for one particular
Chamber, but for the Parliament of the
State. Consequently before members of the
Opposition clamour for redistribution of
seats and throw their g-ibes across the Chant-
ber, they should work out the figures and
see how they stand. During this debate I
have been particularly interested in the re-
ferences by members opposite to the surplus
that the Premier produced last year. The
Leader of the Opposition started on this line
of argument, and has been followed by other
speakers. I am sorry that the Leader of the
Country Party and his deputy have not
spoken, but the third deputy has done so,
and he followed the lead of the member
for Northam (Sir James Mitchell).

Mr. Thomson: Perhaps you saw my views
in the newspaper.

'Ar. PANTON: If I had to mead the hon.
member's views in the newspaper I would
indeed have something to do.

Mr. Thomson: It would do you good.
Mr. PANTON: By seine remarkable

process of reasoning members opposite have
found that the surplus camne from some
source other than that mentioned by the
Premier. For my part the fact that we
have a surplus is the main consideration.
In view of the huge development that is
taking place in Western Australia and the
necessity for procuring money as cheaply as
possible, I amn surprised at the attitude of
most of the members of the Opposition re-
garding the finances of the State. I ven-
ture to say that if one read fHansard" from
one end to the other, it would be difficult to
find a debate on any Address-in-reply in
which members have indulged so much in
the cry of "stinking fish" as they have done
this session.

Mr. Lindsay: Do not look at me like
that.

Mr. PANTON: Perhaps the bon. mem-
ber will take a more intelligent interest in
what I am saying.

Mrt. Richardson: You would not expect
the chairman of directors of a company to
cook his balance.

The Premier: That is a rotten thing to
say regarding our finances.

Mr. PANTON: I would not expect mem-
bers on the opposite side, who claim to have
the welfare of the country at heart, to stand
up and say the things they have been say-
ing and practically accuse the Premier of
having cooked the finances, as the member
for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) has just done.

Mr. BRichardson: I did not say that.
Mr. PANTON: That is the effect of

what you did say.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mnem-

her must address the Chair.
Mr. PANTON: That is the effect of

what the hon. member said, and it is pre-
cisely what has been appear-ing in the Press
day after day. The bon. member's inter-
jection, appearing by itself in the news-
paper to-morrow, could carry no other in-
terpretation. It is most unfair.

The Premier: It is more than unfair;
it is contemptible.

Mr PANTON: I would not be permitted
to use the word "contemptible."

Mr. Richardson: There are lots of things
that are contemptible.

Mr. PANTON: It is not only unfair to
the Premier; it is also unfair to the state
itself. Instead of members indulging for a
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fortnight or three weeks in carping criti-
cisnm of the surplus, they should he applaud-
ing. not so much the efforts of the Premier
in having produced a surplus as the coun-
try on its success in regaining financial
stability. Such an attitude would redound
to the credit of the State in other parts of
the world. While f1 have no intention of
discuss-ing the financial agreement between
the Federal Government and the State, be-
cause we shall have an opportunity later on
to (10 so, I wish to refer briefly to the cjues-
tion. It throws my mind back to 1922, when
I stood for the West Province electorate.
The whole election then was fought onl the
question of unification. As with moost other
elections, some bogey had to he raised, and
on that occasion, unification was the bogey
selected against me. The member for Subiaco
(M1r. Richardson) the other night indicated,
hy' way of interjection, that memobers on the
Olovernment side of this House are unific-a-
tionists. I am prepared to admit that the
Federal Labour Party have been theorising
on the question of unification for many
years, but the Bruce-Page Government in
one Act did mnore towards unification than
all the theorising or discussing by the Labour
Party in ever likely to do.

Mr. Richardson: Again, two wrrongs do
not make a right.

Mr. PANTON: I ami not suggesting
that they do. Dr. Earle Page, when intro-
ducing the Bill into the Federal Parliament,
said it was a pernicious system for one Gov-
ernmnent to raise fuinds for another Govern-
meat to expend. Immediately the measure
had pasqe through both Houses Dr. Earle
Page set about making himself consistent
in his inconsistency by perpetuating the al-
leg!-ed piernieious system for a period of 58
years. By so doing the Federal Government
are taking a short straight cut to unifica-
tion. All said and done I do not think it
takes a very expert financier to realise that
once the Federal Government secure this
finaneial control the people will he ready to*
band over the big-gest part of the business
to the Government that hare the money to
carry on. One significant feature is this:
to meet the objections of the State-righters,
the framers of the Federal Constitution pro-
vided for a system whereby' the severat
Statesi would have equal representation in
the Senate. When the Bill to abolish the
per capita payments was sent to the Senate
one of our State representatives, Senator

Sir George Pearce, ardently supported the
Bill. Another repr esentative, a member of
the Country Party, Senator Carroll, did the
same. Senator Kingsmilt, the acrobat of
the circus, voted for the second reading and
against the third reading.

M1r. 'Mann: He gave reasons for doing
SO.

Mr. PANT ON: Certainly he did, but the
faet remains that hie voted in that wvay. The
member for Perth is a sufficiently old Par-
liamentarian to know that a member usually
commits himself on the second reading.
Senator Kingsmilt gave reasons for altering
his mind within a few hours of the second
reading having been carried. He woke uip
to the fact that someone in Western Aus-
tralia would disag)ree with his attitude.

r.Mann: You know what his reasons
were.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : He wanted an
amendment.

Mr. LPAXTON: He wanted the Bill to
go through the second reading and voted in
favour of it. Thus three members of the
Senate who were returned to look after the
interests of the State deliberately voted for
the Bill, and assisted the Bruce-Page Gov-
ernuient to do what they have done.

Mr. M1ann: Arc you making a Federal
ceetion. speech?

Mr. PANTON: I am making a speech
that suits me. The hon. member for Perth
need not worry. The member for Swan has
what may he terned a hardy ann~ual. We
get it every session. The hon. member for
Ratanning indulges in it occasionally, but
the mnember for S-wan has it as a particu-
larly hardy annual. I refer to the question
of apprentice-.

Mr. Sampson: It is a hard-striving an-
nual, but does not receive too much en-
couragemnent.

Mr. PANTON: In his; speech he ap-
pealed to mnembers, on this; side of the House
to ask the union advocates in the Arbi-
tration Court rot to be so vigorous
on the question of apprentices. It is
just as well that members and the public

shudrealise somethingi Of what the posi-
tion really is. In the first place, as the hon.
member knows, well, hut refrained from say-
ing it, the whole question of apprentices is
in the hands of the Arbitration Court.

M.%r. Sampson: Exacetly. T said so.
Mr. PANT O: T know what the hon.

member said. Th ecourt works under an
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Act passed by this Parliament, and all the
sections of that Act dealing with appren-
tic es are administered by the court.

Mr. Sampson: The unions work too hard
in putting up evidence to prove that there
are already sufficient tradesmen, when there
are not sufficient.

Mr. PANTON: The court decides on the
evidence placed before it. The hon. mem-
ber would lead us to believe that the advo-
cates employed by the Employers' Federa-
dion (Mir. Carter, Air. Andrews and others)
are so quiet and have so little vigour that
the union advocates put it over them wvhen
it comes to the question of apprentices. If
that is so, why do not the advocates put it
over them when it comes to a question of
the hasic wvage?

Mir. Sampson: There is not much cause
for complaint about the excess.

Mfr. PANTON: It is the hon. member
who is complaining. He is always doing it.

Mir. Sampson: And I am well justified.
Mr. PAXTON: It must be remembered

that the advocates in the Arbitration Court
are the representatives of the trade unions
of the State. The bulk of apprentices come
from the unionists or the workers of the
State, and the bulk of the workers are
unionists.

Mr. Sampson: They are injuring their
own children.

Mr. PANTON: Could it be imagined that
sensible men, with all the opportunity for
education they have in this country, would
deliberately set about to prevent their own
boys and girls from obtaining- their oppor-
tunities in the struggle for existenceg It
is too ridiculous.

Mir. Sampson: It is wicked and short-
sighted.

Air. PANTON: It is not correct, and the
hon. member knows it. Before I have
finished I shall be able to convince him.

Mir. Sampson: It is increasing the num-
ber of unskilled, unemployed workers.

'Mr. PAXTON: Let the lion, member go
to the Bruce-Page Government, which he so
ardently supports, and induce them to pre-
veut the importation of Jugo-Slavs and
other foreigners, and if he would do that
he might bring about less unemployment.

Mr. Thomson: There will still be a per-
centage of unemployed amongst Austra-
lians.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I trust hon.
members, from this time on during the de-

bate, will permit a speaker who is on his
feet to deliver himself without interruption.
These interjections are highly disorderly. I
do not desire to be constantly correcting
members for their offence.

'Mr. PANTON: There are two funda-
mental principles in apprenticeship. One
is the ability of the trade to absorb the ap-
prentices when they come out of their time,
and the other, which is of equal importance,
is the opportunity that is given to appren-
tices to be taught. If we are going to have
highly skilled and technical trades and one
or two apprentices to every tradesman, how
is the tradesman going- to teach the boys?
Tradesmen of to-day are not like the trades-
men of old, when they had their own tools,
their own blacksmit shop or their own
engineering shop. The old tradesman was
a master as wvell as a tradesman, and he took
an apprentice and taught him. Those days
are past.

Mr. Sampson: Not necessarily so.
Mr. PANTON: The hon. member knows

that very few to-day are running their own
engineering shops. At the present time we
have big organisations, combinations and
other factors. There are big shops working
with machinery. A man is employed as a
tradesman, and in a large number of cases
is working for an employer who may know
nothing at all of the technical part of the
trade. The employer is merely the comn-
mercial head of the concern, and he has his
managers and foremen. He expects trades-
men-these words are very often quoted-
to do a fair day's work for a fair day's pay.
If he is unable to do that, he is not wanted.
Consequently in our present system of ap-
prenticeship the young men have to be
taught by a practical tradesman during the
time that he is doing his own work. If a
tradesman is given an excessive number of
apprentices it is impossible for the young
men to be taught.

Mr. Thomson: I do not agree with you
on that point.

Air. PANTON: I cannot help that. The
fact remains that the apprentice is taught
by the tradesman. He cannot teach himself.

Mr. Thomson: Of course he is.
Mr. PAXTON: If the hon. member were

an engineer, and had to do a fair day's work
for a fair day's pay, be would find that he
had not much time in which to teach ap-
prentices.

Air. Thomson: No, but if he had one boy
with him he could teach him.
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Mr. PAXTON: That may be so, and
there is nothing to prevent him having one
boy to-day.

M.Thomson: Yes, there is.

Mr. PAXTON: All our apprentices must
be registered. An apprentice is allowed,
under the Act, to go to an employer
for three months on probation. That
protects both sides. It gives the em-
ployer the opportunity to prove within
the period, whether or not the lad
wvill make a capable tradesman. At
the end of three months, if he thinks the boy
is going to be a success, he accepts him as
an apprentice, and be becomes registered. If
on the other hand, the boy, after three
months, thinks he will not get on with the
employer, he can leave him and no harm
has been done. In the Arbitration Court,'
1,500 apprentices are registered to-day, ex-
cluding the probationers, of whomn there is
a large number. These apprentices are bound
to very few trades.

Ron. G. Taylor: Are your figures only
for the metropolitan area?

Mr. PANTON: They are for the whole
State, but outside the metropolitan area,
there are not many districts large enough
to carry apprentices. In the metropolitan
area in the baking trade there are 28 ap-
prentices and on the eastern goldfields there
are 7; boiler making 11; bookbinding, 6;
boot-making, 37; boot-making (bespoke),
17; butchering, 36; slaughtering, 2; Eastern
goldfields, butchering, 6; carpentering, 146
metropolitan area, 2, eastern goldields and
6 South-West land division; clothing, 70;
coach building, 73; engineering, 160; elec-
trical fitting, 41; electroplating, 5; North-
West 1, collieries 3, and South-West land
division 22, and goldflelds, 9; furniture,
208; hairdressing, 28; jewellery, 21; -letter
press machining, 39; lithography, 2;
moulding, 26; optical, 3; painting, 60;
paper ruling, 8; pastrycooking, 18; plumb-
ing, 50 and Eastern goldfields 1; printing
(hand composing), 42 and country, 14:
saddlery' and leather goods, 19; sheet metal
working, 30; tailoring, 206; timber machin-
ing, 22; shipwrighting, 1; typographical,
6; total, 1,500 iu these particular trades.
These are the only trades to which boys
are apprenticed. There is a good deal of
significance attached to the numbers of ap-
prentices employed in plumbing, carpenter-
ing- and the building trade generally. As it
w as realised that most of the building con-

tractors do not have suffiient continuity of
work to keep apprentices-eept possibly
Mr. Arnott, who has two carpentry appren-
tices-it was found diflicult to get employers
in the budlding, trade to consider appren-
tices. It was therefore provided that a
board should be constituted.

Mr. Thomson: You would not permit im-
provers.

Mr. Sampson: How many thousand un-
skilled workers are there.

Mr. PANTON: The Act provides that
one member of the Board shall be nominated
by the Industrial Union of employers in
the building trade, one by the Industrial
Union of Workers, and that the third shall
be appointed chairman and shall be a mem-
ber of the Arbitration Court. As it was dif-
ficult to get contractors to take apprentices
in the bricklaying or plastering division, it
was decided that the apprentices should be
apprenticed to the board, and that the board
could then transfer them from one em-
ployer to another as the work went on. My
advice is that notwithstanding all the efforts
that were made by the trade unions in the
building trade to have the board constituted,
they were unable to induce the employers to
move in the matter, which is still as it was
when the Act was passed. Although brick-
layers are not registered in the Arbitration
Court they, being on piece work, have about
20 apprentices and are training them. A
number of plasterers, who arc als working
on piece work, are training about 25 boys.
There is no provision to prevent any one of
these hoys being thrown out of employment
when the job is over, If the employers were
so anxious to have apprentice;, such as the
member for Swan is always talking about,
they have a big opportunity to absorb quite
a large number in the building trade. My
information from the painters and car-
penters and the plasterers as well as the
bricklayers associated with the Trades Rail,
is that there are many opportunities offering
for apprentices if the employers will only
seize those opportunities. It is no fault of
tbc unions that this is not being done.

Mr. Sampson: There are other trades out-
side the building trade.

Mr. PANTON: I will deal with those
now. The Arbitration Court, after hearing
evidence, decided what would be the right
number of apprentices for a trade to absorb.
Taking the list of registered apprentices in
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the Arbitration Court, and takng the pro-
portion as one apprentice to four journey-
men, or a fraction thereof, it means that
every baker, no matter how small, if he is a
master baker or employs a journeyman, is
entitled to have an apprentice. The pro-
portion is one apprentice to two journeymen
or fraction thereof. If the master baker has
one journeyman, he can have an apprentice.
In the case of plasterers, the proportion is
one apprentice to two journeymen or frac-
tion thereof, and the same in the ease of
plumbers and coachbuilders. In the case of
timber machinists the proportion is one ap-
prentice to four journeymen or fraction
thereof. The secretary of the union tells mue
there arc very few apprentices in this trade.

Mr. Sampson; How many could there be
with that limitation?

Mr. PANTON: There are not as many
apprentices as there is scope for. Men work-
ing on the timber machines do not want to
apprentice their boys to that particular
trade. In the case of engineers the pro-
portion is one apprentice to three journey-
men, and in the ease of the railway work-
shops one apprentice to two journeymen or
fraction thereof. In the furniture trade the
proportion is one to two or fraction thereof,
butchering one to one up to four, pastry
cooks one to two or fraction thereof; rail-
way unions the same. In the case of the
clothing trade, females, stock tailoring one
to one, whiteworkers one to one, shirtmakers
one to one, vest and dressmaking and mil-
linery two juniors to one senior, ordered
tailoring one to two or fraction thereof;
males, stock tailoring one to two or fraction
thereof, ordered tailoring one to three or
fraction thereof. In bootmaking, for the
male section the proportion is one to three
or fraction thereof, end for females three
juniors to one senior. In carpententing
the proportion is one to two or fraction
thereof. There are 146 apprentices to car-
pentering. For hairdressers the proportion
is one to two, and for jewellery one to one.
For sheet metal workers it is one to three
or fraction thereof, and for painters the
same. In the printing trade, which the mem-
ber for Swan (Mr. Sampson) knows all
about, there are the letterpress maebinery,
lithography, bookbinding end finishing sec-
tion;, and the proportion is one to four or
fraction thereof in ech department.

Mr. Sampson: Kot nearly sufficient.

Mr. PANTON: I wonder has the hon.
member found out whether the employers
have their fall1 complement of apprentices
now; that is, outside his own particular shop.
Let him question the other employers.

Mr. Sampson: The majority have their
full complement.

Mr. Marshall: Get out! You do not know
anything about it. You arc guessing.

Mr'. SPEAKER: Order!

The PANTON: The question is why ol
the employers have not got the lot.

Mr. Sampson: They all should have, un-
doubtedly.

M1r. PANT ON: I agree with that. We
want the youths to be apprenticed, but the
majority of the employers have not the full
complement of apprentices, and we want to
know why. I reed out the list of trades
in which youths are apprenticed, but there
ore numerous trades which do not go in for
apprentices, preferring to deal with junior
workers. Shop assistants art a case in
point. They are a large section of the comn-
munity, and they have no apprentices what-
ever, hut work under the junior workers
regulation of the Arbitration Court. I find
that as regards junior workers there is no
limitation. Under the awards and agree-
ments regarding carters and drivers for
butchers, grocers, and greengrocers, the pro-
portion is one junior worker to one journey-
man. In the ease of heavy lorries the pro-
portion is one to five, but everyone knows
that it takes more than a boy to handle vehi-
cles of that kind. In the ease of male shop
assistants the proportion is one junior to five
seniors, and after fiveb seniors the proportion
is four juniors to every five seniors. In the
case of female shop assistants, where no
senior is employed, one junior is allowed;
where one senior is employed, two juniors
are allowed;- where two seniors are employed,
three juniors are allowed; where three sen-
iors are employed, four juniors are allowed;
and where four seniors are employed five
juniors are allowed. In the case of the cleri-
cal workers in the metropolitan area the pro-
portion is one junior to one senior up to
five for male workers, and after that one
junior to every two seniors; and the position
as regards female clerical workers is the
some as in the case of female shop assistants.
So there is not much to cavil at as -regards
the employment of junior workers and ap-
prentices. There are numerous works where
there are neither juniors nor apprentices.
In such works the employee naturally be-
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comes an unskilled worker. In the mining
districts scores of lads go mining because
there is no other opportunity for them. The
parents are there pioneering, and the only
chance is for the boys to follow their father's
trade. Thus they become unskilled workers
so far as technical trades are concerned. In
railway construction wvork there are no
apprentices or juniors.

Mr. Mann: Does not that apply to
fariners 7

Mr. PAINT ON: I have just reached agri-
culture. I wonder how many farmers and
agriculturists in general have apprentices. I
do not see any reference to them in the re-
cords of the Arbitration Court. I venture to
say the agricultural industry is not employ-
ing, half as many juniors as it might be.

Mr. Sampson: Would you give every boy
the right to learn a trade?

31lr. PAN'sTON: Yes, provided the oppor-
tunity was there for him to be taught and
provided also that the trade was able to
absorb him. I have two boys. What use
would it be for mne to put a boy of mine to
a trade from which I knew that, owing to
the want of secondary industries in Western
Australia, he would be driven into the labour
miarket as soon as his apprenticeship was
finished? That sort of thing is going on
day after day not only in Western Australia
but throughout the Commonwealth. We
find good tradesmen who have gone through
five, or six, or seven years' training working
on construction works or on the timber mills
because there is no employment for them in
their particular trade. What use would it
he for me to put my boy of 17, a big, hefty
lad, to jewellery, or another trade in which
there is no chance of his being absorbed I
Why should I put him into such a trade
ait a few shillings a week when he can go out
into the country and earn as much money at
17 or 18 years as he would be able to earn
it lie were 24? A young fellow will not
think of such a proposition. The degree of
eduication in this country is quite sufficient
to enable boys to know whether they will get
employment in a particular trade or not.
The consequence is that when the case was
p~ut up to the Arbitration Court the position
was exactly realised, and the court limited
the number of apprentices to the number
that the trade could absorb.

M1r. Mann: A trade is no burden for a
hoy to carry.

Mr. PANTONK: No, hut it is a. heavy
burdi-n for a man with a largre family to

put a boy who has reached the age of 14
to a trade which is not going to absorb him.
It is a heavy burden for a man subject to
economic pressure to put a boy to such a
trade at a few shillings a week. On the
other hand, there is the trade of shop assist-
ants, in which the boy can earn big money
quickly.

1%r. Mann: That is n different point alto-
gether.

Mr. PANT ON: Of course it is. We are
anxiously waiting for a board to be consti-
tuted in connection with the building trade.
If the member for Swan wants to do some-
thing for apprentices, let him place himself
in touch with the Employers' Federation and
obtain opportunities for boys to be appren-
ticed to plastering and bricklaying. Those
two trades could take quite a large number
of boys.

Mr. Sampson: The awards should be lib-
eralised.

Mr. PANT ON: There is nothig in
either the bricklayers' or plasterers' award
to prevent 10 apprentices being taken to
one senior. In fact, there are no a-wards for
those tr-ades. They work under agreements
arrived at between employer and employee
at round-table conferences. The employer
himself realises the position. Does the
member for Swan want this House to be-
lieve that the workers' delegates to such con-
ferences. are so vigorous that they can in-
duce the employers on the other side of the
table to agree to a larger number of ap-
prentices than they -want? Tf so, the class
of employer duriug the last three or four
years is very different from the class I used
to meet.

Mr. Sampson: The employers have been
altogether too complaisant.

Mr. PA'NTON: The poor old complaisant
employer! It has never been my good for-
tune to mueet him at the conference table.
T must have been terribly unlucky.

Hon. G-. Taylor: Perhaps you. were a
disturbing factor.

Mfr- PA'NTON: I shall continue to be
a disturbing factor in behalf of the work-
ig- classes. In cae of any dispute, the
unions are always referred to Mr. Andrews,
the secretary of the Employers' Federation.

Hon. Sir James M1itchell: You got both
sides fined once for the same offence.

Mr. Sampson: What do you propose to
do with the numerous unskilled workers who
were never apprentices?
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'Mr. PANT ON: If the member for Swan
keeps on repeating that we limit the ap-
prentices to such an extent, he will eventu-
ally come to believe it himself. I have some
figures worked out showing how many
tradesmen, with apprentices, there would be
10 and 20 years hence even subject to the
limitations imposed hy the Arbitration
Court. Taking one apprentice to four
tradesmen-which is low considering the
figures I have read out-then 100 tradesmen
with 25 apprentices now would mean that
there would be 150 tradesmen and 37 ap-
prenlices at the end of 10 years, and 237
tradesmen and 50 apprentices at the end of
15 years.

Mr. Sampson: But some die-

Mr. PANTON: One never hears of ap-
prentices dying. The member for Swan
hears of such remarkable things. Taking
the proportion of one apprentice to three
tradesmen, 100 tradesmen with 33 appren-
tices now would in 10 years' time mean
168 tradesmen and .56 apprentices, and in
20 years' time 300 tradesmen and 100 ap-
prentices.

Mr. Sampson: Have you allowed for
deaths of tradesienl

Mr. PANTON: That would not make
any difference to the apprentices, because
there is the fraction all the time. The pro-
portion of one apprentice to two tradesmen
would mean that 100 tradesmen with 50 ap-
prentices nowv would be represented by 210
tradesmen with 105 apprentices at the end
of 10 years, and by 472 tradesmen and 236
ap prentices at the end of 20 years.

Mr-. Davy: Suppose there were, would
that hurt the community9

Mir. PANTON: I have been trying to
put up an argument. The member for West
Perth (11r. Davy), of course, walks in like
another gentleman I know at the death-
knock, does not know what has been said,
and then wants the matter argued all over
again. I am hrying to explain this to the
member for Swan, though I admit I am not
getting very far with it. However. I will
now try to explain for the benefit of the
member for Swan, and also for the benefit
of the member for West Perth, that the
secondary industries are not here to absorb
the large number of apprentices the former
hon. member says there should be.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How do you
know?

'Mr. Davy: Would a man he worse off
even if he baa to do unskilled labour after
that training?

.Mr. PAN TON: I am not going over
again, for the benefit of West Perth, what
I have just given Swan. If I did 1 would
be pulled up by the Speaker, and igihtly
so, for tedlious repetition. I have already
answered that argument twice. Let me
merely say' that as regards the apprentices
and the lack of proper training for them,
there is no one to blame except the em-
ployers themselves. Parliament passed the
Industrial Arbitration Act, containing suili-
section 4 of Section 55, which reads as fi
lows:

Any employer Ahoiniwhen required] by the
Court, or by the Apprenticeship ori ii the
ease of apprentices in the bildingtrlade, to
enter into n agreement of apprenticeship,
neglects or refuses to do so without reason-
able causo shall be guilty of an offence. Pen-
alty fifty pounds.

That was passed by both Houses. It was
left to the Arbitratdion Court to frame regu-
lations for the carrying out of the appren-
ticeship section. That section gave the Ar-
bitration Court the very opportunity the
member for Swan is looking for; it said in
effect that wherever the Arbitration Court
considered apprentices should be taken, the
Court should he in a position to say' to those
employers not carrying out their obligations
to the youths of $this country, "You have to
take apprentices; we arc. going to compel
you to take apprentices-" And they framed
a regulation for that purpose. Like all
other regulations, it had to be laid on the
Table of both Houses before it became
operative. Mlembers here were quite satis-
fled with it, but in another place a motion
was moved to disallow the regulation, and
that motion was successful. This was the
regulation:

Where in anly ease the court is of opinion
that the numiber of apprentices being trained
in ainy trade, industry, craft, occupaition or
calling is insufficient to meet the requirements
of the part'Ciilar trade, industry, craft, ocen-
pation or callig in the matter of skilled arti-
sans, the court may make such investigation
aind order in; it ma~y be deemed necessary to
permnit or require any ,iployer to employ such
further number of apprentices its may be
directed. Notice of such order shall he given
io the industrial union and to the employers'
association concerned.

That regulation would have overcome what
the member for Swan alleges the Arbihra-
tion Court advocates are doing, namely,
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preventing the taking of apprentices. Of
course I do not agree that the Arbitration
Court advocates are doing anything of the
sort. Under that regulation the court could
have moved in the matter and said to
any employer, "There is room in your shop
for apprentices, and you must take them."
But as soon as that regulation was framed,
a member of another place, an opponent of
the Government. moved that the regulation
be disallowed, and the motion was carried
by 14 votes to 7. Yet members like the
member for Swan come here and endeavour
to put on the unions the onus for the non-
employment of apprentices. If only the
employers would -work in conjunction with
the trade unions, there is nothing to pre-
vent more than enough apprentices being
trained in any trade or calling. I suggest
to the hon. member that, instead of cavilling
in this Chamber about the matter, instead
of making general statements that go out
and mislead the world as to trade unionists.
he should get among his own people, the
Employers' Federation, and employers gen-
erally, point out the necessity for doing
these things, and get them to move in the
matter. If he will but do this I will give
a guarantee on behalf of the trade unionists
that they shal] be found only too anxious to
assist, to the end that their own sons and
daughters may be trained to fit them for
the struggle for existence going on in West-
ern Australia.

MR. MANNX (Perth) [5.35] : I ap-
preciate the privilege that members have of
taking part in the Address-in-reply debate
at tile opening of each session of Parlia-
mient. On that occasion it is the right
of every member to criticise what he thinks
should be criticised, and to put forward for
the information of the Government and the
House matters that he thinks of interest and
importance, not only to his own electorate,
but to the State as a whole. In the Speech.
a good deal of reference was made to mat-
tens dealt with by the last Parliament, while
very little information was given as to mat-
ters that are expected to he dealt with dur-
ing this Parliament, or even this session.
In that respect I think I am entitled to criti-
cise the Premier. For in this State the all-
important question is development, and the
Premier might well take the whole of the
House into his confidence and have its solid
support in hit efforts to farther develop the
State, rather than merely give his confi-

denee to his own side, which he does at its
party meetings, leaving members on this
side quite in the dark a: to what he intends
to do in respect of future legislation.

The Premier: That is absurd.
Mr. MANN : It is not absurd, because the

Premier would have, and does have, the sup-
port of this side equally with the support
of his own side on matters affecting the wel-
fare of tile State. Futherinore, during the re-
cess we read of M1inisters touring various
parts of the State accompanied by one, two
or three members of Parliament, hat I did not
read of any instance of members from this
side being invited to accompany Ministers
on those tours. That policy did not exist
when this party wvere on the other side. It
does not give members on this side an op-
portunity to keep in touch with all parts of
the State, or at all events it does not give
them the same opportunity as is afforded
to supporters of the Government. I am
sure the Premier will agree that members
on this side are just as anxious as his own
supporters to help him in his developmental
po licy.

Mr. Kenneally: You have not shown it.
'Mr. 'MANN: On what does the hon.

member base his opinion? It must be either
on something he has been told or something
he has read in the newspapers; for he has
not been here long enough to form an
opinion himself. If he is depending on
newspaper reports, he may often find him-
self astray. When he has been here a little
while, probably he will change his mind as
to the support that members on this side
give to the Government. Members on this
side are willing and even anxious to assist
the Premier in his developmental policy.
During last session only on rare occa-
sions was it found necessary to divide
the House, and then always on strictly
party, matters. There is a tremendous
contract ahead of the Government and
of Parliament. Because of that, it is the
duty of every member to do his best to sup-
port any policy that will make for the
betterment of the State and the increasing
of our production. To support my conten-
tion I am going to place before the Housp
some figures from the statistical returns.
During last year we imported from New
South Wales £3,286,971 worth of produce,
and exported to New South Wales only
£202,916. From Victoria we imported
£0.216,267 worth and exported thereto only
F371.662 worth. From Queensland we im-
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ported £142,918 worth and exported thereto
only £13,966 worth. From South Australia
we imported £841,633 worth and to South
Australia we exported £535,281 worth.
From Tasmania we imported £110,983
worth, but exported to the island only
£3,973 worth. Those are tremendous dif-
ferences, and they leave us with a deficit
of over seven millions. That is the task
before the Parliament of this State, namely,
to overtake that deficit. No matter what
methods are adopted, or whether the
successful suggestions emanate from this
side or the other side of the House, it is
the duty of every member to do his best to
help overtakie that deficit, One of the lines
of which we import most is dairy produce.
The M1inister for Agriculture, the other
evening emphasised that point. It is neces-
sary for me to give a few further figures
in order to show the position as it affects
us as compared with that State of the
Commonwealth p)roducing the greatest
quantity of dairy produce. Victoria is
selling upwards of £11,000,000 worth of
dairy produce per annum, considerably more
than the value of her wheat production. Vie.
toria has 17 people to the square mile,
whereas Western Australia has only one-
third of one person to a square mile. It
shows the great necessity for increasing our
p~opulation. Notwithstanding that disadvan-
tage we are considerably in advance of the
Eastern States in our production per head
per acre. Vietoria with her small territory
has 13,000,000 sheep to Western Australia's
6.800,000. Victoria has 1,750,309 head of
cattle, against Western Australia's 893,000.
I am quoting these figures, not with a viewv
to belittling the production of the State, but
to show the great necessity ther is for
increasing our production. The increase
must come from primary production. To
bring that about it is necessary that we
should have an increased population. Whilst
the number that arrived last year was ab-
sorbed, I think we could have absorbed even
more. T do not agree with the Premier's
explanation as to the reason for unemploy-
meat. He attributed it to the arrival of
foreigners, and to the men who had left
the groups having come to the city. The
lrincipal reason for the increase in the
number of unemployed this winter is to some
extent the slackness in the timber trade,
brought about by South Africa having ceased
to be a big purchaser of our sleepers, and

also because farmers have tied themselves
uip by buying motor cars and motor machut-
cry for their farms, and in that wvay being
unable to extend their farming operations.
MNany have not been able to afford to spend
money on developing their farms in winter.
It has been suggested that certain works
should be kept for the winter months or for
those seasons when there are many men out
of work. The Government did not consider
that in the early portion of the year.

The Premier: That is not correct; we are
employing more men directly this winter
than have ever been employed by any Gov-
ernment in the history of the State.

Mr. M1ANN: On the 12th January the
Minister controlling the State Labour Bur-
eau made this statement through the
Press-

Eleven hundred mhen were engaged through
the State Labour Bomanu between the 5th and
the 11th for road work.

The Premier: If that statement was made
it was not correct.

Mr. )MANN: It was in the Press.
The Premier: I do not care if it appeared

in 50 newspapers, it was not correct.
Mr. INANN: I accept the Premier's state-

ment that it was not correct and I shall make
no further comment on that point. But the
fact remains, it wvas never contradicted.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister
wvould have a nice time if he set about to
contradict everything that appeared in the
Press. He would have nothing else to do.
They never do publish anything correctly
unless it is typewritten for them,.

Mr-. Sampson: That is a reflection on the
reporters.

The Minister for Mines: No, it is not.
The reporters are all right; it is done in the
office.

Mr. Sampson: It is a reflection on some-
one.

The Minister for Mines: Your papers are
the worst offenders.

Mr. M,%AIXN: The Minister for Lands told
us the other evening that a number of group
settlers are to be removed fromn their hold-
ings to others. I venture to say that before
this Parliament has terminated, the holdings
from which the Minister has shifted the oc-
cupants will be taken up by persons inde-
pendently, and will then be turned to useful
account. If we throwv our minds back to
the years 1915 and 1916, we may remember
the statements that were made in the Press
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and by different public men to the effect
that the State was on the verge of ruin be-
cause the Agricultural Bank had 800 or 00
abandoned farms on its hands, and that the
loss to the State was going- to run into mil-
lions. We know that in the course of two or
three years all those farms were taken up
by people who have since worked them satis-
factorily and porofitably, and to-day, instead
of those properties being a drag on the Bank,
they arc an asset to the State and are adding
to the country's production. I am satisfied
that the same thing will occur with regard
to those South-West holdings from which
the Minister is removing settlers. I hope
the Minister will not be influenced by the
dismals who are, always in the forefront
wvhen matters similar to that of group settle-
inent are being dealt with. I am sorry the
member for Beverley (Mr. C. P. WAns-
brougli) is not in his scat because I am
goi to refer to him as "Dismal Bill from
Beverley." He told us that he had the
courage to inform the House that groap
settlement would be a failure because he
knew the laud was no good, and he went
onl to say that the only place where good
land was to be found was on the Black-
wood River. Ile added "But you can throw
a stone over the full extent of the good land
onl either side of the river." Generally he
said that there was no land worth while.
and then repeated that the whole scheme
wrould be a failure. That is a shocking state-
junt to make, particularly coming from one
who is the leading primary producer. I sub-
muit that although the lands in the South-
West vary, that some are better than others,
that somec are adapted for dairying more
thain others, there -was no justification what-
ever for the sweeping condemnation made byv
the member for Beverley.

Mr. M.1aley: Somec members of the Country
party do not know good laud from bad.

Mr. MAI.NN: I was discussing group set-
tlement with Mr. Suitton a little time ago
and he told ine of the great advance Den-
mark had made in dairy' ing. I went to the
trouble to read up the fact;, and I found
that these were the conditions under which
the dairying industry was established there:
Jlust after Denmiark lost that valuable por-
tion of their country, Schleswig Holstein,
ihey found that their staple product, wheat,
could no longer be grown at a profit They
thus were forced to change over to a new
industry and they selected dairying. Even

then they discovered that the most suitable
land had been taken over by a neighbouring
nation, and all that was left them was the
Jutland Peninsula and its swamps. Den-
mark then set about to redtaim the swamps
and sand dunes, and to-day that territory is
producing wealth to the extent that in 1925,
Denmark exported to England £15,000,000
worth of butter and £:37,000,000 worth of
other dairy products. And it all came fro)m
land that was once swamps and sand dunes.

The 'Minister for Lands: The economic
position of Denmark forced that country
into the dairy industry.

Mr. M ANN: If the lYanes were able to do
what I have described, surely it ought to be
p)ossible for us to overcome some of the
difficulties with which we arc beset in con-
nection with the laud we are endeavouring to
settle. I am confident that the Minister will
be able to employ experts who will advise
him how to treat the land, that is the low
land, on the Northeliffe plains and the sand
country. It should be possible to improve
it with certain new fertilisers. that are bound
to he discovered, and in that way turn them
to'-useful account. When referring to the
sand country I bad in mind the Peel -Estate.
My opinion is that the swamp land there
was sold too cheaply. I can see no dif-
ference, between that land and the swamp
land at Osborne Park. The member for
Leederville will support me when I tell the
House that people are willing to pay £80
and £00 per acre for swsamp land at Osborne
Park. Yet similar land at the Peel Estate
has been sold for f12 an acre. I am sure
that in the course of a very few months the
Minister will have buyers for those pro-
pert ies from which hie is moving the oe-
pants, and that he will get for them greater
value than has been placed on the areas by
the department.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The member for
B1everley exaggerated iii one -way and you
are exaggerating in another.

Mr. MANN: If I am exaggerating, I am
doing so on the right lines.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do not talk rub-
bish like that. We have good land and we
have poor land.

Mr. MjANN: Of coarse we have, hut my
point is that all the land is worth develop-
ing.

Hon. W1. D. Johnson: No.
Mr [ANN, It is just a matter of the

means that we adopt in the development.
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H~on. W. D. Johnson: We have not the
means to do it.

Mr. Maley: Then we must find the means.
The Minister for Lands: If we have the

population we must find the land.
Mr. M1ANN: Let me refer to the Min-

isters, interjection a little while back that
the economic position of Denmark forced
her into embarking on dairying, and that
the economic pobition here is not as severe
as it was in Denmark at that time. I admit
that. If we were suffering, as the Danish
people suffered at that time, we would ac-
eept the difficulties without complaint, and
we would appreciate the privileges being
offered by the Government. The settlers
would not be so ready to walk off their
blocks. They would be more inclined to put
up with a little personal inconvenience in
the first year or two rather than wvalk off
their blocks and attempt to get employment
at the basic wage and on five days a week.
I know that the Minister put the position
very forcibly before them. I remember read-
ing one report of a speech by the Minister
in which he told the settlers that their holi-
days would be in their saving bank ac-
counts.

The 'Minister for Lands: That was a mis-
print.

III. MANN: I thought it was very well
put.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Minister IS
most unfortunate!

Mr. 'MANN: I thought hie had made a
very apt statement.

The Minister for Lands: The reporter did
not write that at all. What he wrote was
that if they put g-reater efforts into their
holdings their assets wool(] be so much
greater, and that that was the proper way
to look at it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is always
some explanation!

The Minister for Lands: I think the re-
porter will tell you that is what he meant.

'Mr. M1ANN: At any rate it was a remark
that applied well to the position of the get-
tlers. Instead of desiring to take their Sat-
urdays and Sundays off in order to play
football, cricket or tennis, the settlers should
devote that time to developing their holdings
still further. If they were to do that, they
could] look forward to a surplus in the sav-
ings bank and holidays from the money they
would thus be able to gain from their fur-
ther efforts. That reallyv is the position.

Of course life in the city is much easier than
it is under the conditions prevailing on the
groups. On the other hand, I do not know
that life on the groups to-day is more diffi-
cult or more hard thin it was on the wvheat
belt when those districts were being devel-
oped in 1909, 1910, and 1911.

MArI. Lindsay: Is life on the group settle-
ments as hard as it was on the wheat belt
then?, I do not think so.

Mr. MIAN: I am suare it is not.
31r. Lindsay: We did not get 10s. a day

on the wheat belt.
Mr. 'MAN1 N: Settlers there had to cart

wvater for upwards of 40 miles. You, Mr.
Speaker, know what that means. The set-
tlers who pioneered the wheat belt put up
Nvith greater hardships than group settlers
are expected to put up with to-day. I do
not know which is worse: a shortage of water
or too much water. In the opening up of
the wheat belt, it was a question of shortage
of water. However, women play a great
part in the development of the State. Where.
the w;heat areas were concerned a great pro-
p~ortion of the women were Australians;
they knew what the bush was and what it
meant to them. The result was that they
wvent there and stayed on their blocks. They
were prepared to put uip with the disabilities
and hardships. On the other hand the women
on the group settlements come mostly fromn
cities in the Old Country. They dlid not
understand the life or what it meant to them
until they went there. They found condi-
tions hard to put up with. If any mistake
has been made in the selection of settlers for
the groups, it has been in the selection of
the women. I have been in touch with a
go od many of those who have come from
the groups and I found that in most in-
stances the settlers had left on account of
their wives.

The Minister for 'Mines: There are a good
many the other way round.

Mr. MANN: There may be. I have met
agood many who have left the groups within

a month. The women folk asked for assist-
ance until their husbands could get work in
Perth.

The Minister for Mines: In one instance a
settler with whom I was speaking said that
he wished to get away fromi the groups, be-
cause his wife did not like the life. His wife
happened to overhear his remark and told
me not to take any notice of the husband be-
cause it was he who did not desire to stay.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You should not
try to make trouble between a man and his
wife I

J'r. MANN: Whatever troubles there may
be they will have to be overcome; we must
strive to develop our dairying industry and
cease the importation of dairy products from
the Eastern States. We must develop the
country and provide for a greater popula-
tion. Experience so far has shown us that
while one type of grass will not row in one
district, another variety will grow splendidly.
I trust the 'Minister for Lands will not be
satisfied merely with the removal of the set-
tiers from the holdings, but that he will pro-
ceed with investigations to ascertain the best
means of making use of areas that are being.
deserted now. I am reminded of the fact
that wvhen the Premier visited the Peel Es,-
tate to open a hail there, he delivered a
speech. His remarks showed that at that
time he was not aware of any discontent,
neither was he aware that we would not be
able to overcome the difficulties that have
arisen since.

The Premier: I certainly was not aware
then.

Mr. MANNUT So that the position is some-
thing that has been sprung upon us sud-
denly 1

The Premier: No, not suddenly. The posi-
tion has been developing for a year or two
and there must come a time when one is
satisfied that things cannot go on.

Mr. MANN: The speech to which I refer
was delivered by the Premier only last year.

The Premier; It was more than twelve
months ago.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
expect the Premier to go on a platform and
make speeches such as you suggest at that
stage.

Mr. MANN: No, but I am just wondering-
whether the Minister for Lands has not ar-
rived at a hasty conclusion.

The Minister for Lands: No fear! I did
not want to do it. This creates further
difficulty because places have to be found for
the men who are taken off their holdings.

Mr. MANN: The Minister intends to ap-
point a board and I take it the board will
comprise experts.

The Minister for Lands: Not experts.
Mr. MANN: Well, practical men.
The Minister for Lands: That is so. It

all depends from what standpoint you ap-
proach the question.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a very
wide term.

-Mr. MANN: Are you not to have a prac-
tical man with a full acquaintance of the
dairying -industry?

The Minister for Lands: We want men
who will be able to assist in the work.

Mr. MANN: Could the Minister not have
stayed his hand until he discussed matters
with the board he wishes to appoint?

The Minister for Lands: No, for the
reason that the members of the board will
require to have some experience too, and
the expense that is going on is such that
we cannot carry any further.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon.
member must not proceed.

Mr. MIANN: The other night the Min-
ister said he was afraid all our cheap money
had been absorbed in losses on the groups.
I predict that in the course of the life of
this Parliameat or, at any rate of the next
Parliament, the same results will follow,
upon the opening uip of the South-West as
we experienced in connection with the
settlement of the wheat belt. I predict
that the areas nou" deserted will be taken

u p and turned to advantage. In time those
blocks will produce equally as well as the
lblocks on which the settlers are to remain.
That was the experience of settlement
throughout the wheat belt.

The Minister for Lands: I admit that
time is on your side. As the years go by
and more money is spent, the laud must
become more and more improved.

Mr. M.ANN): For that reason, there will
be no loss before the loan is due for repay-
mnent. The assets will be so improved that
the holdings will become productive and
then the areas from which people are being
removed to-day will be sold at prices in ad-
vance of the present-day values.

The Minister for Lands: You can-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The

member for Perth must be allowed to pro-
ceed with his speech.

Mr. MANN: The latest edition of a pam-
phlet issued by the Premier's Department
contains references to the number of groups
established and the money expended on
holdings. If I have worked it out accurately
on the figures given, the average cost per
settlement is £1,970. If that is correct, the
amount does not appear to he excessive,
nor does the laud appear to be over-
capitalised.
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Mr. Thomson: Do you not tbink £114 is
rather high for pasture land?

The Minister for Lands: That is wrong-
It is £60 to £40.

Mr. MANN: During the course of the
debate, the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) interjected and asked if that in-
cluded everything.

The Mlinister for Lands: It includes
everything.

Air. MANN: Of course it is a high figure,
but what prevails here to-day has prevailed
in every country where land settlement has
taken place. The same difficulty was ex-
perienced in Denmark, in Victoria and in
this State when our wheat belt was settled.
W~hat is required to assure success is prac-
tical administration and a determination to
see the scheme through to a successful issue.
To use a vulgarism, we must not drop our
bundle, but we must take a grip of the
situation.

Mr. Lindsay: The point is that we have
better land that can be dealt with more
profitably, leaving the poorer land to be
settled later.

Air. MANN: When America was endeav-
ouring to settle sonic of her areas that were
considered poor, she experienced the same
difficulty. I have read the debates that took
place in one of the American Parliaments
when a Bill was being discussed. It was to
authorise the construction of a railway from
Saint Croix River to Lake Superior. The
"dismals" said that the country would not
grow a pine-free and that anyone who
settled there would be mad. They pre-
dicted that the railway would have to be
removed later on. Notwvithistanding that
pessimism, the area I refer to is now one
of the wealthiest parts of America.

Ron. G. Taylor: The same sort of thing
was said of our wheat belt.

Mr. MANN: The American Government
appointed a Commissioner to further settle-
ment in North-West America. I will read
part of a statement he made, for it applies
equally to Western Australia to-day. Dur-
ing the course of his remarks he said-

The principle of the conservation of national
resources as the foremost and controlling
policy of the United States henceforth Is com-
ing to be seen by many, and must he heartily
accepted by all, as the first condition, Dot
only of continued material prosperity, but also
of the perpetuation of free institutions and
,a government by the people. The work now
being done by the Department of Agriculture
and the aricultural colleges of the various

States, furnishes a broad and intelligent found-
ation anon which to build up a new era of
national progress and prosperity. It calls for
IL wise, generous, and continuing policy on the
part of both Federal and State Governments.
If this patriotic gospel is to make headway,
it must be by organised missionary work
among the people, and by the people. It can-
not go on and conquer if imposed from with-
out. It must come to represent the fixed idea
of the people's mind, their determination and
their hope. It cannot be incorporated in our
practical life by the dictum of any individual
or any officer of nation or State in his official
capacity. It needs the co-operation of all the
influences, the help of every voice, the comn-
mndation of Nation and State that has been
the strength and inspiration of every uorthy
work.

Mr. Lumber: It sounds like the adver-
tisement of an American land company!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr MANN: I had finished drawing a
comparison between the conditions that
prevailed in the settlement of what was
known as the poor laud of America and the
position as ii exist ik Weqern tustr&ia;.
I had casually mentioned the difficulties that
Denmark had to overcome in developing and
settling her land for dairying. It is worth
while to read of some of the problems and
difficulties that had to be overcome in that
country. One authority states-

The wonderful record of Denmark in farm
production is not in any way due to fertility
of soil or geniality of climate, but is due
rather to the fine quality of her human mater-
ial: It is man's mind and will which have
emancipated rural Denmark and given to it
its extraordinary political and economic sta-
bility. Her people have shown what can be
done by steady industry, reinforced by de-
veloped intelligence and patriotism, and direc-
ted by scientific and business capacity.

That is surely applicable to our position to-
day. The Year Hook of Denmark, quoting
the Board of Trade returns for the year
1921, gives the value of butter exported
from Denmark to the United Kingdom as
£15,084,000. It says-

[a reading the story of the rapid develop-
ment of the Danish dairy trade, one cannot
fail to recognise that Denmark's great asset
is the possession of a fanner class whose minds
bave in some way been made receptive to new
tlhougbt, who are willing to listen to expert
adivice, who axe capable of making new ad-
justmnts, and best of all who are strongly
national in sentiment and iinlous of any loss
nf national prestige-
If a country such as Denmark can accom-
plish so much under tremendous difficulties
surely we in Western Australia, with the ad-
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vantages we possess, with modern appli-
ances, and with money at command-a
greater supply of money than Denmark ever
had-should take the work of Denmark as
an object lesson and strive to do likewise. I
read those extracts to show that our success
will not be decided wholly on the quality of
the land. The personal element enters largely;
one muan will succeed where another will
fail. By some influence or other, we must
impress upon the people of the groups that
the State is bestowing a privilege upon
them, rather than that they should adopt
the view that it is a privilege to the State
that they stay on the groups. I am afraid
the privilege has been thrown at them, and
consequently they do not appreciate it. They
have received it too easily. If they had ex-
perieneed greater difficulty in acquiring the
privilege they' would not have been so ready
to leave the homes that have been pre-
pared for them and their families.

Mr. Richardson: The old pioneers had
not their advantages.

Mr. Maley: They are better off than were
the old pioneers.

M r, MANN: If they had had to endure
the hardships that confronted the early
pioneers, they would not be on their hold-
ing-s to-day.

Mr. A. Wanshorough: Do not you think
that party politics has had a lot to do with
itf

31r. J. Hf. Smith: What, with settlers
leaving- the gronps

Mr. MAf-NN: What could party politics
have to do with it? Does the hon. mem-
ber suggcst that an inducement has been
held out by members on this side of the
House for settlers to leave the gfoupsY

Mr. A. Wanslirough: I did not say any-
thing of the sort.

,Mr. MJANN: Then what is the hon. meni-
h~er's suggestion?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Some members did,
though.

ion. Sir James Mitchell: Not members
from this side or the House.

Mr. MANN: If the lion, member knows
of any' member who preached to the settlers
the gospel of leaving the groups, he should
denounce that member )n this Chamber. I
don not think any member would be so dis-
loyal to his country as to go to the groups
and preach such a gospel, especially when

we know that every effort has been made to
establish the groups and keep the settlers on
them.

Mr. Richardson: It was .uever a party
question.

Mr. MANN: Of course not. The
group settlements were inaugurated by the
present Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. A. Wansbrougb: No one denies that.
'Mr. Maley: If the member for Albany

says sonic members wvent down there to in-
duce settlers to leave the groups, who were
they I

Mfr. A. Wansbrough: I did not say any-
thing of the sort. I said party politics had
a lot to do with it.

Mr. MANN: I repeat that the group set-
tlement scheme was formulated by the present
Leader of the Opposition, and he is jealoais
of the groups. No one is more anxious than
he that the groups should prove successful.
No one is more anxious and ready to throw
in his weight with the Mlinister for Lands to
help him through any difficulties than is the
present Leader of the Opposition. I have
noticed in the Press the names of various
members who have toured the group settle-
ments and, with the exception of the mem-
bers representing the districts in which the
groups are located, I have not seen any re-
cord of members on the Opposition side hav-
ing- visited them. I have seen references to
Government supporters having visited the

groups, and I was rather incensed that mem-
hers from this side of the House had not
been given a similar opportunity.

Mr. Richardson: Hear, hear!
Mr. Malay: You hx'-e a free railway

Mr. Sleeman: There have been members
from your side of the House who have
visited the groups.

Mr. MANN: I visited the groups during
Sir James Mitchell's term of office and as
a niember of the Royal Commission on foarea-
try. hut I have not visited them since.

Mr. Angelo: The Premier told us the
other night that we had had ample oppor-
tunity to visit the groups. I have not had
an opportunity yet.

Mr. Lutey: You can go to the Peel estate
in an hour and a half.

Mr. Angelo: Oh, T have been there.
Mr. MANN: I have spoken of the dairy-

ing industry in Denmark. The Danes have
lbeen big enough to realise that the first



(16 AlUGUST, 1927.] 347

qualification for a successful farmer and a
successful country dweller is to be a de-
veloped man able to think for himself, hos-
pitable to new thought, and capable of ap-
plying the conclusions of his reading, think-
ing, and discussion to his owvn special prob-
lems. A good deal has been said about bad
land. In the "Farmers' Gazette" I notice that
a competition was held under the direction 4,
MrI. Sutton for a trophy presented by the
"Sunday Times" newspaper, open to the
settlers in each of the four districts in which
the group settlements are located, namely,
Busselton-Margaret Rivr-,%Manjimup-Pein-
berton-Nurtheliffe, Denmark, and the Peel
and Bateman estates. If the yields of the
winning competitors represeiit an average,
there cannot be mnuch wrong wvith the land.
In the Busselton district the winner of the
competition was Mr. J. L. Murray, of Group
48, who grew 8 tons 1 cwt. 3 qrs. of maize
to the acre.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That was very light.

'Mr. MANN: In the Denmark area Mr.
1). R. flodgson of Group .93 was the winner
with 12 tons 2 cwt. 1 qir. to the acre, I
am told that that is a very fair average.
Of course we are not on the northern rivers
of New South Wales, where maize probably
grows more prolifically, but for this State
it is a fair average. We have heard much
about the Peel estate. Mr. 0. E. Dudlfield,
of Group 39, grew 17 tons 14 cwt. 2 qrs. to
the acre; 'Mr. C. Bridgeman, on Group 81,
was second wvith 15 tons 2 cwt. 1 qr., and
Mr. Peverett, of Group. 82, was third with
11 tons 16 ewt. 1 fir. Provided the settlers
show application and a desire to remain
on their holdings and develop thein for the
benefit of themselves and their families, and
with land capable of producing such returns
availnble to them, there should be no doubt
of the success of the groups in those districts.
I want to refer again to the holdings that
bare been abandoned. Like my friend the
member for Beverley (Mr. C. P. Wans-
brough), I am going to be brave. I predict
that before the next three or four years have
passed those groups will have been taken
up and successfully developed. I am sure
-and it is a pity to have to admit it-that
if they are thrown open to Southern Euro-
peans, who will put up with some hardship
and who will do some hard work, the re-
sults will be well worth seeing.

Mr. Kenneally: Is that what you advo-
cate?

Mr. MANN: If our own people will not
take them up, they should not be allowed to
lie idle.

Mr. Keanenlly: Now we know where you
are.

Mr. MANN: Will the hon. member suggest
that abandoned holdings should lie idle?9

,%r. Kenneally: I will not suggest that
Southern Europeans should be brought in
to man them.

Mr. MANN: I ama not suggesting that. I
nam suggesting that there are enough South-
en Europeans already in the State. If
those areas are abandoned, or our people
will not avail themselves of them and South-
ern Europeans want them, they have n right
to be able to go on them and develop them.
The member for Leederville (Hon. H. Milling-
ton) in his speech can tell us what has been
done in his district between Osborne Park
and Balcatta. It is an object lesson to see
the vegetable gardens developed there by
Southern Europeans.

lon. H. Millington: They have had no
Government assistance.

Mr. MAN T: That is so. It is a matter of
personal effort. The Minister told them they
could not expect to succeed when working
eight hours a day. How could anyone ex-
pect to develop a farm on that basis? There
are days when a man has to wvork long hours,
and there are days when he can take things
easily.

Mr. Ferguson,: There are not many of
those.

Mr. Malev: You bare had a lot of easy
days.

Mr. Lindsay: Pioneers are in their position
to-day because they capitalised their energy
and thrift.

Mr. MA4'N: That is so. I am unable to
suggest how it should be done, but we must
stop that desire on the part of the big per-
centage of people to leave the country for
the town. People who are born in the coun-
try appreciate it, and when they reach the
towns they want to return. Our difficulty is
that the migrants who arc going on the
groups have caine front cities. It is difficult
in the first generation to offer them sufficient
inducement to take up this new life. I have
taken out some figures that are authentic
regarding the percentage of migrants-this
is for the whole of Australia-who have re-
manined in the country and those who have
flocked to the city. The years I deal with
are from 1919 to 1924. In the case of New
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South Wales the increase in population dur-
ing that period was 215,000, and of these
18.3,000 went into the metropolitan area, and
only 32,000 went into the country districts.
In Victoria the increase was -154,000, of
which 143,000 wvent into the metropolitan
ares, and only 11,000 into the rest of the
State. In Queensland the increase was
99,000, of which 55,000 went into the metro-
politan area and 43,000 into the rest of the
State. In South Australia the increase was
57,000, of which 39,000 went into the metro-
politan area, and 18,000 into the country.
'Western Australia came out badly. The in-
crease was 30,000, of which 34,000 wvent
to the metropolitan area, and only 2,000
into the rest of the State. To a large
extenit that is due to the number of
people who have left the goldfields and
migrated to the metropolitan area, It is
necessary that these figures should be put
forward so that we shauld realise that while
we are endeavouring to increase our popula-
tion special efforts should he put forward
to induce people to go to and remain in the
country, so that they may be utilised to in-
crease our primary production. There are
prospects in the world's markets for our
goods. I have here a report from the Lon-
don muark-ets dated March of this year. This
shows that the purchases in the London
market are appreciating the Australian pro-
ducts. It states-

Rinee our last report there has been no
change in the general position. of the Dried
Fruzit market. There has been very little busi-
niess passing, with the exception of currants
which have continued in good demand.

Rnisins.-The recent arrivals of Valencia
raisiins have met with a. very slow demand,
and (inotatioiis now range from 47s. to 55s.

Sultanas.-In spite of the small business
passing, prices for all classes of sultanas re-
main very steady, only limited stocks are held
by the dealers, hut thu poor consumptive de-
mand Prevents them from purchasing larger
quantities. Although only a small business
has taken olace, there has been aL good inquiry
for Australian sultanas. interest being shown
chiefly for fine colonry fruit from 68s. to 723.,
and the lower grades ranging in price from
56s. to 58s. Sniyrna sultanas are offering from
639. 6d. to 75s. while Cretan range from 66.
to S2s. per cwt., duty paid, ex wharf, London.

Currants.-fluring the month the demand
for Austrnlian currants has continued, and
stocks in first hands have been practically
cleared at prices ranging from 359. to 39s..
with a few fine parcels up to 40.

The Greek market retains its firmness, and
with the exhaustion of the Australian stocks,
business for this fruit should materially in-crease at present prices. No4minal quotations:
Pyrgos, 389. 6d., .39s.; Amalias, 399-, 40s.;

Zante, 40.., 41~s.; Patraa, 40s., 42s.; Gulf, 42s.,
46s.; V'ostizza, 43s., 56s, per ewt., duty paid,
ex wharf.

That shows that there is a good market for
our goods, We have done exceedingly well
in our wheat production. Although figures
are not as a rule appreciated, if they estab-
lish facts worth establishing they should
always be quotcd. 'New South Wales in 1025
had 11/3 acres under 'wheat per head of its
population; Victoria bad I'-_ acres; South
Australia 41/2 acres and Western Australia
612 acres per head of the population. Last
year probably the figure would have been
71/ acres in this State. VWe have done wvell
ia the matter of wheat production. That
industry was established under hard condi-
tions, during seasons that were dry, and es-
tablished by men who had to work long
hours and under dirnetult conditions, but
who appreciated the benefits of their hold-
ings. If we can do that ia the matter of
wheat there is no reason -why we should not
do it with the dairying industry. I am
confident that we shall do it. I have no
time for those dismnal people who say "I
told you so; I knew the groups would fail."
They have not failed and they will not fail.
Tn years to come they will be a wonderful
asset, just as wonderful as the wheat in-
dustry is in this State, and as wonderful as
the industry is in Victoria. I have some
other authentic figures to quote. The wheat
production for New South WVales for the
year 1924-25 was worth £20,000,000; for
Victoria it was worth £15,000,000; for
Queensland £810,000; for South Australia
£9,000,000; and for Western Australia it
was -worth £C7,000,000. In 1924-25 Victoria
produced £15,000,000 worth of wheat, and
in dairying and wheat products produced
£17,000,000 worth, £2,000,000 increase on
what was produced in wheat alone. West-
ern Australia produced only £1,000,000
worth of dairying products as against
£7,000,000 worth of wheat. This shortage
of £6,000,000 we have to make up by d-
velopment, and by attention to our group
settlement scheme.

Mr. Withers: Not necessarily the group
system.

Mr. MANN: By the development of our
dairying districts.

Air. Withers: Yes.
Mr. Lambert: So long as it is a system.

That is what we lack.
Mr. 'MANN: Whilst I desire to see our

primary industries succeed, I also wish to
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see the secondary industries developed. I
want to see work for everyone in the metro-
politan area. I deplore the fact that we
have such a constant stream of unemployed.
But it is no use deploring facts; we must
see how we can solve the problem. The
Premier said the reason we had so many
seasonal unemployed was due to the fact
that we had no secondary industries. Vic-
toria is the home of secondary industries
in the Commonwealth, but it has its share
of unemployed as well. When giving evi-
dence before a Royal Commission in Vic-
torria, Mr. Dluffy, the Assistant Secretary
of the Melbourne Trades Hall Council,
said-

There were industries which regularly paid
off men for one or two, or three month in a
year, owing to slackness, which was, in some
cases, due to overproduction. Oue branch of
industry affected another, and it constituted
a serious economic problem, as people got into
debt, or had to look to charity, for sustenance.
In many eases unemployment sent men on
carvers of crime.

The actual reason for our unemployed is
that our population is not three millions
instead of only 400,000.

Mr. Panton: You do not believe in the
law of averages.

IMr. MANN: How does that apply 9
With all our secondary industries we can
in Australia manufacture only sufficient
for the consumption of the people of Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Thomson: We can manufacture a
lot more, but cannot do so at a profit.

Mr. MANN: We cannot compete with
the outside world.

Mr. Thomson: Why?

Mr. MANN: Because the economic con-
ditions are different. We have a higher
standard of living, and we do not want it
reduced; but wye must face the situation.
For instance, Victoria formerly had a good
market in Africa for her boots; hut Euro-
pean manufacturers were able to undersell
her in that market. In the Pacific we can-
not compete with local manufacturers, be-
cause the conditions of life there are dif.
ferent: the workers live under cheaper
conditions there. Thus we in Australia can
only manufacture sufficient for consump-
tion within our tariff walls. Bringing that
home, we in Western Australia cannot, save
under exceptional conditions, manufacture
more than supplies our own requirements.

Mr. Thomson: We are not even aflowed
to do that. Eastern manufacturers swamp
us.

Mr. MANN: I regret that we are not
allowed, and that brings me to a case I
wvish to particularise. Four or five years
ago a man and his wife started a slipper
factory in Perth. By hard work and ap-
plication to business they developed it until
they were employing 59 persons. At that
time they were manufacturing 10,000 pairs
of slippers per week, selling 2,000 pairs
locally and shipping to the Eastern States
8,000 pairs every week. Then the Eastern
States manufacturers decided that this in-
flow of western goods must in some way be
stopped. They approached the Tariff
Board and put it to them that if a 25 per
cent. duty were put on British felt and a
50 per cent, duty on foreign felt, they, the
manufacturers, would start a factory and
make sufficient felt for all the slipper fac-
tories in the Commonwvealth.

Mr. Lambert: Then it would be felt!

Mr. MANN: That is just the point. It
has been felt. The factory was duly
started-in Sydney; and the Perth manu-
facturer wrote over for supplies of felt.
The factory management informed him that
he would have to take his supplies in the
order of turn with the Eastern manufac-
turers, and that he could only he supplied
with a tenth part of what he asked for. He
was further informed that they were not
going to manufacture the sort of felt he
required, because the Eastern States mnan-
facturers were not using it, and that there-
fore he could not any longer get an 18-
ounce felt but would have to use either a
20-ounce felt or none at all. The result
is that the Perth manufacturer has been
compelled to revert to the imported felt and
pay a 35 per cent, duty on it, under which
conditions he cannot continue to compete
with Eastern States manufacturers.

Mr. Thomson: Is not the price the same
to him?

*Mr. MANN: The Eastern States manu-
facturers are using the local felt, and this
man cannot get supplies of that. Or, rather,
be obtains only about a fifth of his require-
ments. In the result he has had to dis-
charge half his employees, and he is con-
sidering the necessity for shifting his fac-
tory from Perth to Sydney. Next I have
a suggestion which may relieve Western
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Australia of her annual army of unem-
ployed.

Mr. Kenneally: I hope it is a good sug-
gestion.

Mr. MANN: It is, and in connection
with it I have the hon. member in mind. I
am sure the Government and municipalities
and road boards and also private enterprise
could average their work, and to this end
I suggest the appointment of a diplomatic
officer. At this point I have in mind the
member for East Perth (21r. Kenneally)
or t he member for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man). That officer would, during the year,
investigate works likely to be taken in hand
by Government departments. I venture to
say there is no co-ordination between de-
partments as to when or how work is to be
undertaken.

The Minister for Railwvays: You are
quite wrong there.

Mr. MA %'R: If it is done nowv, that is
probably due to the Minister's foresight. I
suggest that an officer looking forward to
the work likely to be undertaken should ap-
proach the Government departments, muni-
cipalities, road boards, and persons about
to embark on large building operationsI and
endeavour to get the work averaged throug-h
the year.

The Minister for Railways: Building is
difficult to carry on during winter, because
there is so much lost time owing to wvet
weather.

Mr. Lamnbert: The member for Perth is
blown out, 1 think.

Mr. MANN: Under present conditions
the unemployed get no work at all during
the winter, so that even if they goat broken
time it would be something and would re-
lieve the Minister of many of his present
worries.

The Minister for Railways: All the
tramway reconstruction work is done din-
ing winter time.

IMr. Clydesdale: If daywork had not
been stopped, there would not he unem-
ployed.

Mr. MWANN: The hon. member inter-
jecting throws out a brilliant suggestion. I
feel confident that with proper investiga-
tion and inquiry, certain works could be
deferred to the slack season.

The Minister for Railways: So they are,
1 can assure you of that.

Mr. Lamubert: Does the hon. member
mean Government work?9

Mr. MANN: Not altogether Government
work; constructional work generally.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, and
that is so as regards the City Council.

Mr. MANN: Roads, for instance.
Mr. Richardson: Roads cannot be con-

structed in winter.
Mr. MANN: In certain districts roads

cannot be constructed during summer.
Mr. Kenneafly: I am afraid the sugges-

tion wvill not come off.
Mr. MIANNY: Whether it does or not, I

am confident that some attention to this
problem would rclieve Western Australia of
the distress that prevails every wvinter.

The Minister for Railways: It has al-
ready been done, and with good results too.

Mr. MANN: I know it has been done to
some extent, and that improves my point.
If it is being done to a limited degree-

The Minister for Railways: It has been
done to the utmost degree possible.

Mr. MANN: The Minister says it is he-
ing- done to its fullest degree. That may
be so in his department, but his department
is all he is able to speak for.

The Minister for Railways: No. I am
speakinlg for the Government.

Mr. MANN: T mean that the Minister
cannot speak for road boards or private
individuals.

The Minister for Railways: I have had
conferences with the City engineer myself.

Mr. MANN: Successful conferences?
The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Mr. MANN: The thing can be still ex-

tended with greater success.
The Minister for Railways: How do you

know it can be extended still further? I
have been in touch with every conceivable
person.

Mr. M1ANN: Now as to apprentices. I
am glad the member for M~enzies (Mr. Pan-
ton) has entered the Chamber, because he
gave us an hour's address this afternoon
on the position of apprentices, and I am
about to make a suggestion in that regard.

Mr. Lambert: You have not finished with
your previous suggestion yet.

Mir. MANN: Yes. The Minister tells me
he has adopted it to a certain extent.

Mr. Lambert: You should not he bluffed
off like that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mrv. MANN: With regard to apprentices

to-day, it is only influential people who are
able to get positions for their sons as ap-
prenties. The average man , who has to
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spend the whole of his time in earning the
bread for the home, has not the same op-
portunity or privilege of getting his son ap-
prenticed as the influential man has.

The Minister for Railways: That does
not apply in the Government. You know
that, do you not?

Mr. MANN: I am not speaking only of
the Government. I know that the Govern-
ment (all for applications.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, and have
a hoard, and every boy gets absolute justice
in regard to selection.

Mr. MNANN: There, again, the thing goes
by preference.

The Minister for Railways: No. It goes
by personal inspection of the applicant and
lPersonall conversation with him.

Mr. Thomson: Some people seem to have
a lot of luck in getting appointed.

The Minister for Railways: Some have a
lot of luck in stopping out.

Mr. MANN: I know that every lad ap-
plying to the Government has to obtain two
references. While those things are true, it is
Also true that the man who has time on his
hands and is in touch with departmental
methods has a much better chance of obtain-
ing a position for his son. Many working
men do not know when applications are be-
ing called.

'MrI. Lambert: It is advertised in the
p~aper.

Mr. MANN. Of course it is, but the hon.
member knows that any number of people
see something in the newspaper, and even
then cannot apply themselves to do what is
necessary.

Mr. Panton: Now you are -nder-rating
thc intelligence of the worker right enough.

Mr. MANN: I am not under-rating the
worker in any way. I am putting the posi-
tion as it exists.

Mr. Panton: As it appears to you.
Mr. MNANN: No, as it exists. I suggest

that the Education Department should ap-
point an officer to receive from the school-
masters reports as to the natural abilities of
boys, and what they are most likely to be
adapted for, during the last year of their
attendance at school. Then any employer
looking for an apprentice could make ap-
plication to that office;, in which case the
son of the highest and the lowest, the son
of the richest and the poorest, would have an
equal chance and the employer would get a
boy adapted to the trade, while the boy
would get the opportunity of securing ap-

prenticesbip, to a trade for which he is
suited.

The Minister for Railways: Those things
cannot be known unless the boy goes to a
technical school. The ordinary school teacher
could not furnish that infornation.

Air. MANN: During the years of a boy's
tuition, the master of the school has time to
learn something about the boy's disposition.

Mr. Lambert. Could you not extend this
and Apply it to our future members of Par-
liament?

Mr. MANN: In that case the hon. member
interjecting would have a very bad chance.

Mr'. Lambert: God help the school teacher
who had the responsibilty of teaching you!1

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hr. MANN: The member for Menzies

(Mr. Pauton) said this afternoon that every
member had criticised the surplus, and the
hon. member said they should be ashamed of
themselves for the way in which they had
ridiculed it, and had endeavoured to show
it was fictitious, and so on. The member for
Claremont (Mr. North) spoke, and I was
sitting next to him, and I do not remember
his criticising the surplus.

The Minister for Railways; Are you go-
ing to follow his good example?

Mr. MANN: Neither did the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) criticise the sur-
plus. I only wish to show that the member
for Menzies was wide of the mark, and that
he made a sweeping statement which was not
quite corned.

M r. Sampson: They are sensitive on this
question.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: They faked the
balance.

The ?.linister for Mines: You ought to be
ashamed of yourself for saying such a thing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do say so.
Mr. MANN: Members on this side are

just as keen on seeing a surplus as are mem-
bers on the Government side.

MrT. Sampson: Are you in favour of giving
every boy the right to learn a trade?9

IMr. MANN: Not every boy's parents can
afford it.

Mr. Thomson: But would you give the
boy the right?

.Mr. MANN: If the system I have put for-
ward were adopted, all boys would have the
same right.

-Mr. Panton: Would your scheme make the
employers take the boy when recommended
by the schoolmaster?
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Mr. MANN: I am prepared. to go so far
as 'to compel the employer to take his quota
of apprentices.

Mr. Panton: So is the Arbitration Act,
but your friends in another place prevented
it.

The Minister for Railways: Go and have
a word with Mr . Nicholson in another place.

The 'Minister for Mlines: He it was who
moved die motion disallowing the regulation
that would have compelled the employers to
take apprentices.

Mr. MANN: I am not responsible for Mr.
Nicholson, any more than is the Minister
responsible for everything said and done on
his side of the Rouse. If I had my way I
would compel every employer to take the
quota of apprentices prescribed by the
court. The member for Menzies this after-
noon referred to the building trade, and said
it was difficult for an employer in that trade
to take apprentices, because he might not
be able to carry them continuously through
the period of apprenticeship. But pro-
vision could be made to transfer an appren-
tice in his second, third, or fourth year to
another employer.

The Minister for Mines: That has been
done already.

Mr. Kenreally: Provision is already made
for that.

Mr. MANiN: Then there is no difficulty.
The Minister for Mines: Yes there is, for

the employers will not take them.
Mr. MANN: Well the member for Men-

zies has made that assertion, and it has been
made also by the Minister for Mines by way
of interjection, but no concrete case has been
put up. The only case I know of is that
of the Midland Junction workshops, a Gov-
erment concern. They do not take their
quota of apprentices.

Mr. Lutey: They take far more now than
when your crowd was in power.

11r. ANN: Now the bon. member butts
in with an assertion. He has no authority to
speak. It is easy to say they are taking
more now than they did at some other time.

Mr. Richardson: What is the difference
in numbers now?

Mr. MAN'N: The responsibility of a pri-
vate employer is the responsibility of a Gov-
ernment department, and I think the Gov-
ernment should at all events show the way
to the private employers. The Commissioner
of Railways or the controller of the Mid-

land Junction workshops should be com-
pelled to take his quota.

Mr. Sleeman: The State Implement Works
have shown the way.

T he 'Minister for Railways: The number
of apprentices has been doubled during the
last two or three years.

11r. MAA TX": What is the quota now? I
ask that so that the Minister can answer it
later. In conclusion, let me say the Govern-
ment will get loyal support from me and
from this side of the House for any measures
calculated to be of benefit to the State. But
I will hold myself free to criticise any
measure that I think will not be of general
benefit, but rather is designed to benefit one
special class.

Hon. G. Taylor: Or to be mere kite-flying.
Mr. MANN: I trust the session will be

beneficial and will make for the prosperity
of the State.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [8.201:- 1
should like first of all to say I consider my-
self privileged to be back in this August
Chamber, And that I am looking forward
with pleasurable anticipation to another
three years of interesting work here. The
three years during which I have ocenpied my
seat have always been interesting in the
Chamber, and always pleasant outside. One
has made many good friends, and I do not
know that I have ever found Anything wnore
pleasing than the good fellowship that exists%
among all members in the corridor. We are
back here after a very peculiar election at
which practically every member who stood
was returned to his seat in this Chnimber, mn
most instances with an uaereased manjority.
It is certainly very difficult to say how the
voice of the people has spoken. I am in-
clined to suggest that if it has not been
smothered it has been at least muffled by the
present iniquitous distribution of seatsz in
Western Australia. I regret very much that
the Government have not seen fit to forecast
any change in the distribution during this
qCk'52Oi .

'Mr. Lamnhert: The member for Munt
Margaret didn't hear you speak.

'Mr. DAVY: And apparently the mem-
ber far Canning did not hear mef speak.

Mr. Clydesd ale: Yes, I did.
Mr. DAVY: Well, you gave no sign. How-

ever, I do not propose to deal at any fur-
flir length with the question of redistr-4u-
lion; in fact, T do not propose to deal with
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anything to-nighit except the question of
finance. In choosing that subject to speak
on to-night it is not because I pose as an
expert in finance; rather on the contrary.
My experience is that experts, when they

wkon a subject, wrap dip thinr thoughts
with so much verbiage that it becomes ex-
trirnely difficult for an ordinary person to
understand what they are talking about, I
have made some endeavour to study the
Treasurer's financial statement for the past
year, his Estimates, and that volume known
as the "Public Accounts" to arrive at just
what the financial position really is. Having
done so. I helieve I can e~xplain to persons
ready to have it explained to them just what
is the meaning of the Treasurer's financial
statement for the year ended 30th June,
1927. If I fail to make clear to members
what those figures mean, it will cer-
tainly be either because they refuse
to understand or because of some fin-
perfection on my part. We have heard
in this Chamber and rend in the daily
Press the criticism made by Sir James Mit-
chell on the Treasurer's financial statement;
and we have beard in this Chamber and real1
in the daily Press the Treasurer's reply to
that criticism. There are three ways in which
a criticised person may meet his critic: one
is to give straightforwvard and definite anb-
wers to the criticism; the second is to pout
ridicule on the criticism; and the third is
to abuse ithe critic for having made his
criticism. I submit to the House that the
Treasurer adopted the second and third
methods only in dealing with Sir James Ivfit-
cirell's criticism.

Mr. Lutey: That is your opinion.

Air. DAVY: I have said it is my opinion.
On the evening of last Thursday week the~
Treasurer made his reply, and I am sure
we all thoroughly enjoy-ed his little effort
at ridicule. There is no other person I know
who is more capable of introducing into a
debate the light word and the light spirit.
We all laughed heartily at the way the Tress-
urer passed his ridicule around the Chamber.
It was most amusingly and cleverly done.
But when be changed his attitude and am-
sumed a serious, if not a threatening mien,
and charged the persons who dared to criti-
cise his surplus with being disloyal to the
country, and mean and paltry, we stopped
laughing with him and I for my part began
to feel that I wanted to laugh at him. Of
eourse from the purely selfish point of view

it may be wise for the State to endeavour to
conceal from the rest of the world just what
our true financial position is; but can it
by any conceivable argument be held to be
wise to conceal it from ourselves? And is it
possible to conceal our true financial posi-
tion from the rest of the world and know it
ourselves? I submit it is not. One or two
members on this side of the House have
ppoken of the surplus in terms that surprised
me indeed. One member said he did not care
how the surplus was arrived at. He did not
care where the money came from, so long as
there was a surplus. It did not matter to
him what it meant when at the bottom of
two columns of figures the Treasurer showed
a credit balance.

Air. J. H. Smith: He said it didn't matter
about the £e68,000 taken from the water sup-
ply sinkinig fund.

Mr. DAVY: Then it must have been the
member for Nelson.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It was, and what he
said was quite right.

Mr. DAVY: I remember another member
whose name I shall not mention. He spoke
in somewhat similar strain. I feel quite
differently from that. I feel that we ought
to knowv exactly how the surplus is arrived
at; exactly what the figures on the two sides
of the statement are composed of, and just
whether those figures ought to be where they
are. I shall not shrink from an attempt to
show why I am convinced that the surplus
is a paper surplus as alleged-a statement
that the Treasurer so much resents. In so
far, of course, as a surplus represents the
difference between a column of figures
called revenue and another column of
figures called expenditure, I have no doubt
it is arithmetically absolutely correct
,I have not added the figures myself and I
venture to suggest that the Treasurer ha%
not added them either. I think, however,
we can assume that the two columns are cor.
re~ct.

The Minister for Lands: Do you sug.
gest that the Under Treasurer and the
other officials are doing something that isq
improper?

Mr. DAVY: I made no suggestion at all.
I have said that in my opinion the surplus is
riot more than a paper surplus, and I pro-
pose0 to endeavour to show just how it is
not. Then, when I have advanced argu.
merits, the Minister for Lands may draw
his own conclusions as to what it is I charge
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the Treasurer with having done. Arith-
metically, I have no doubt the surplus is
genuine, but the genuineness of the surplus
depends first of all on whether the revenue
column contains entries of true income and
nothing more, and whether the expenditure
column contains all the items of expendi-
ture and nothing, less.

31r. Lambert: That could never be.
M1r. DAA\7: If either of those columns

falls short of that test, then I submit that
the surplus, which is the difference between
the two columns on the credit side, is mis-
leading. I propose to endeavour to show,
by dealing with very few figures, that it
does fall short of these requirements.

The Minister for Railways: Can you
show that the procedure was different last
year from what it was before?

Mr. DAVY: Wait until I have finished.
I shall be surprised if the Deputy Premier
will not agree with me that the three matters
I propose to criticise are without precedent.
The Premier has stated, though it was not
necessary for him to admit it, that it would
not correctly show the position if he had
taken into revenue the Federal disabilities
grant, or got an advantage from any por-
tion of it. But he has asserted in the most
vehemient language possible that his revenue
this year has not benefited to the extent of
one pound from the £505,000 received from
the Federal Government.

Air. Panton: How do you make it £565,-
000 ?

Mr. DAV7Y: Out of that amount £200,P00
went into revenue. The Premier has said
that as agaist the £C200,000 he reduced in-
come tax by 33-1/3 per cent., and, he added,
that that reduction had more than compen-
sated for the payment of the £200,000.

Mr. Fenton:- He said he lost £50,000.
Mr. DAVY: I will demonstrate that he

not only did not lose it, but that he gained
£E27,500, and if there is an boa, member -who
does not agree with me when I put figures
before the House, I can only say it is be-
cause he has refused to listen. The
Premier said the other nighit that by
reducing the income tax-I do not re-
member his exact words-by 33% per
cent., he considered that lie had lost
about £C250,000. Every hon. member knows
that what he got from income tax wvag
precisely £345,000. That was obviously two-
thirds of what he would have got if he had
not reduced the tax by 33-1/3 per cent.

Therefore, the £:345,000 is exactly two-
thirds of what possibly he would have got
if he had not reduced the tax by a third.

The Minister for Railwvays: He got a lot
of arrears from the pvc' ions year.

3b. DAVY: Precisely, and that helped
hin,.

The Mlinister for Railways: You said it
was exactly two-thirds.

Mr. DAVY: The point the 'Minister for
Riailways raised is against himself.

The Minister for Railways. You said
"exactly" and it is not "exactly."

Mr. DAVY: That is childish. I will put
it this way-the Minister wauts me to alter
my language. The point that he raises is
distinctly and strongly against him. I will
say that the Premier got exactly £345,000.
There may have been somec odd shillings and
pence, but in round figures that was the
amount. I will say that the mosthe possibly
could have got, if he had not reduced the
tax by one-third, would have been exactly
£517,500. I am using moderate language; if
I wanted to be ]real]), hard on the Minister I
might have said that the Treasurer could
not possibly have got £517,500 if he had
not made his reduction. What I do say is
that the most he could have got would have
been £C517,500 if he hail not made the re-
duction. The Premier took into revenue
£E200,000, from the disabilities grant, and by
his reduction, the most he could possibly
hiave lost was at least exactly £E172,500.
So that his advantage from the Federal
disabilities grant was at least exactly
£27,500, and there we have his surplusi
except for about £1,000. Is there any
hon. member who is not prepared to put
it to any schoolteacher in Western Aus-
tralia to submit it to his class as a simple
calculation? The Treasurer reduces his ta-va-
tion by one-third for the year, and gets
£343,000. What did he lose by taking off
a third? The answer from any child ex-
cept the very stupid, would be £172,500. If
that is capable of any other solution, I am
not aware of it.

Several Members interjected.
Mr. DAVY: T am not going to weary the

House at any great length; if members do
not like what I say, the sooner they let me
say it the sooner they will be put out of
their misery.

Mr. Clydesdale: What a nice advertise-
ment you are giving the State to say that
we have not a surplus.
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Mr. DAVY: I am not going to be a party
to broadcast to the world that we have a
surplus when we have not one.

Mr. Clydesdale: No, you prefer to cry
stinking fish.

Mr. DAVY: That is the sort of argument
that makes one sick of the game. Because
one offers criticism he is accused of crying
stinking fish. The member for Canning
()ught to be ashamed of himself for making-
such a remark.

Mr. Panton: You are the only man with
correct ideas.

Mr. DAVY: At any rate, I am endeavour-
ing to express my honest ideas clearly.

Mr. Panton: Then all our ideas are dis-
honest.

Mr. DAVY: Not ait all; I have made no
such suggrestion. I have pointed out that it is
very difficult to understand the Treasurer
wheni he made the statement that he had
not derived any advantage from the
X2110,000 he got fromt the disabilities grant.
The next point 7 would like to deal with
is the £58,000 of which we have heard a
great deal. The origin of that £58,000 is
nit inl dispute.

Mr. Lathani: Or left in the sinking fund.
Mr. DAVY: The Treasurer very naively

said that it came out of revenue, and there-
fore the only thing to do with it was to
pot it back into revenue.

Mr. Lambert: Quite right too.
Mr. DAVY: The member for Coolgardie,

who, I understand, is a very successful busi-
ness man, says that it is quite right to put
into this year's revenue what you took out
of last year's revenue. Revenue from past
years cannot in any conceivable way be re-
garded as revenue for this year. That
£E58,000 was accumulated over many years
from contributions out of revenue. As a
matter of fact the creation of that high
sinking fund was to a certain extent, over
a njumber of years, responsible for our an-
nual deficit. Myv friend from Coolgardie
tells mue that because it comes out of rev-
enue for a succession of years we should
treat it as revenue obtained last year. Of
course it mnay be that the State method of
book-keeping differs in some mysterious
way from book-keeping bpraetised by ac-
countants, business men and ordinary citi-
zens. If the same fundamental principles
apply to the book-keeping of the State as
apply to the book-keeping methods of the
community, then I say that that £58,000

has no more right to go into revenue than
has the alleged surplus of £28,000 to go into
this year's revenue. That £28,000 is out of
revenue. Does the hon. member propose
that we should start this year's finances
with a credit balance of 908,000! Does lie
mean to tell us that because the £28,000
came from revenue last year it should go
into this year's revenue? I will give one
or two more illustrations.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
commercial firms do-carry over profit.

Mr. DAVY: floes the Minister say that
j, balance from the previous year is carried
into profit and loss of the next year? Does
the M1inister wvish to have it broadcast in
Western Australia that that is really his
Opinion ?

The iNinister for Railwvays: They call it
by a different name; they call it reserves.

Mr. DAVY: If the Minister for Rail-
ways has ever looked into the statement of
accounts of any business firm, as the mem-
ber for Coolgairdie has done on many occa-
sions, he will know that at the end of
the year the balance on profit and loss ac-
count is carried to capital. Last year's
profit becomes this year's capital. If the
Treasurer is right that because the £68,000
camne from revenue it should go into rev-
enue, then if 1 bought a house out of rev-
ene on the instalment plan and subse-
quently' sold it, I am entitled as a prudent
mu to treat the proceeds as revenue. If
I pay premiums on an insurance policy on
the endowment plan, then when the insur-
ance companyN pays tue a lump sum I am
entitled to treat it as income and spend it
in that direction. I suppose the Treasurer's
worthy henchman Mr. Black, the Comumis-
sion of Taxation, would be entitled to tax
mue on that amount.

Mr. Sleenian: Where should the amount
go0q

Mr. DAVY: Just as with the £58,000 in
its partial responsibility for the aggrega-
tion of the accumulated deficit, now funded,
I suggest the proper place for it would be
back into the fund to help the accumulated
deficit.

Hon. H. Millington: Do you suggest Sir
James Mitchell would have dealt with it in
that way?

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that if Sir James
%litehell had been Treasurer, he would not
have lput that £58,000 into revenue and
called it revenue.
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Air. Panton: There would have been no
surplus to argue about.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Air. DAVY: There is another amount

about which a great deal of argument has
taken place. I do not propose to take that
argument manch further to-night. We have
heard about £150,000, which was the inter-
est and sinking, fund contribution the Trea-
surer failed to pay this year. I do not dis-
pute his statement when lie said that the
£150,000 that was put into revenue went
out again into a reserve for losses in con-
nection with ,group settlement. He was
asked by the Leader of the Opposition
wvhere that amount was debited, hot Sir
James received no reply. It was not debited
to the interest and sinking fund account,
and I can only conclude from an examina-
tion of the accounts that it was debited to
miscellaneous services. That item shows an
enormous increase compared with the amount
for the preceding year. We can, how-
ever, let that matter pass. I do not
know the exact sum that was not
paid over, but it may be treated,
for the sake of argum~ent, as stand-.
ing at the figure mentioned by the Premier.
I now come to the fourth point which
tends to create much doubt as to the gennine-
ness of thle so-called surplus. One day last
wveek we listened to an extremel v interest-

ing and able address by the Minister for
Lands on group settlement matters. I do not
think many of us were surprised to hear
from him that there bad been eer'ous mis-
lakes made in t course of thle group settle-
mnent operations. The Minister was candid
enough to admit that these mistakes were not
confined to either one of the two Govern-
mients that had handled the group settlement
scheme. We all realised that miistakes were
ahsolutely unavoidable in connectiov with
such a scheme. After alt, group settlement
is a pioneering effort and no pioneer can
carry out such work without straying from
the path from time to time. Although we
%%ere prepared for mistakes, we reckoned
that the final benefit from the group settle-
nient scheme would more than counterbalance
the mnistakes. The greatest optimist in the
world and the most enthusiastic supporter
of the group settlement scheme never
dreamed for one moment that the State
would get any direct profit out of the scheme
for many years to come. Therefore it will
be very surprising to some bon. members to

find out that the Premier has actually
achieved his surplus by reason of the fact
that the group settlement scheme is in exist-
encel Surely that must come as a consid-
erable surprise to those who knew -what the
group settlement scheme was likely to be
and who have studied the financial position
over past years! Yet had it not been for
the fact that the group settlement schemte
had been embarked upon, there would, apart
from the items I have mentioned already,
have been no surplus this year at all. The
revenue this year has benefited directly from
the group settlement scheme by a sum of
money the exact amount of which I cannot
state. It represents a considerable sum,
somewhere in the vicinity of £E100,000.

Mr. Clydcsdale: Was that not so in pre-
vious years?

Mr. DAVY: What does the hon. member
mean!

Mr. Clydesdale: Was it not so in Sir
James Mitchell's Lime?

Mir. DAVY: No, that is not correct.
Air. Clydesdale: Yes, it is.
Mr. DAVY: No. During the past your

the Treasurer has had the benefit of 2 /
millions of cheap money, the interest on
which is 1 per cent. only. He has taken
into revenue out of Loan funds, sums of
money varying from 5 per cent. to 611/4 per
cent. of the 2% millions of cheap money.
Onl the expenditure side has has had to pay
only 1 per cent.

Mr. Thomson: Do you suggest that hie
has booked up 5 / per cent.?

Mr. DAVY: I do not suggest anything
at all, but assert definitely that on account
of the 2 / millions, thle Treasurer's revenue
has benefited by sumns varying from 5 per
cent. to 61/ per cent., according to the
amount borrowed as part of that 2%/ il-
lions, on which lie has to pay interest at the
rate of 1 per cent. only. That is to say,
on £100, the lowest amkount lie could manke
was £4 and the highest £5 5s.

Mr. Lambert: But do you not know that
he has not received one-twentieth of the in-
terest yet?

Mr. DAVY: I have already stated that
lie received every penny of it. I do not sug-
gest that the group settlers have paid it.
The money has been paid out of loan funds.

Mr. Lambert: Taken out of loan funds!
Mr. DAVY: Most decidedly. I state that

as a fact. "It was not denied by the Treas-
urer, when he and the Leader of the Opposi-
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tion discussed the matter over the floor of
the House.

Mr. Mann: The member for Coolgardie is
surprised!1

'Mr. Richardson: He ought to wake up!
Mr. DAVY: The exact amount could be

ascertained by a qualified mathematician, but
the amount is in the vicinity of £100,000.

Mr. Richardson: All taken out of Loan
funds?

Mr. DAVY: Yes. Nohw the member for
Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) says that Sir
James Mitchell did the same thing. I do not
care whether Sir James did the same thing
or did not. I am not responsible for what
he did.

Mr. Clydesdale: You know that he did.
Mr. DAVY: No, I do not. I say he

did not do it and could not have done
it, because all that he borrowed in re-
sp'eet of the cheap money before be left
office w-as £E750,000. He left office before
the end of the financial year during which
that money was borrowed, so that he could
not have benefited by this process while he
wasm Treasurer. I have dealt with the three
outstanding amounts: the £27,500 received
from the Federal Disabilities grant, which
might properly, perhaps, have been placed
to the credit of revenue but respecting which
T complain that the Treasurer denied that he
had received any benefit towards revenue;
then there is the amount of £58,000 that also
benefited revenue, and finally the £100,000,
which I can leave to the House to judge for
themselves. By the manipulation of these
three amounts we have achieved a surplus
which is illusory. It is a snare and a delu-
sion, and nothing but a fraud and a sham.
If we are not prepared to face the financial
position as it arises from year to year-

The Minister for Railways: We are pre-
pared to do so.

Mr. DAVY: -without camouflaging the
position, we have nothing but ruin ahead of
us. I am sorry the Treasurer is not here this
evening.

Mr. Panton: So am T.
Mr. DAVY: I na sorry because I waited

all last week to speak while he was present,
but was not able to do so.

'Mr. Penton: It was not the Premier's
fault.

Mr. DAVY: Had the Premier been pres-
ent, I was prepared to issue this challenge
to him. I would challenge him to submit
three questions to any reputable and ap-

proved firm of acountants in Western Aus-
tralia, and I would guarantee that the ans-
wers would be as I have indicated to-night.
The three questions I would challenge him to
submit are: 1. Did revenue benefit from the
Federal disabilities grant to the extent of
£27,5007 2. Was the crediting of the
£58,000 to revenue a sound book-keeping-
act? 3. Has revenue benefited by the dif-
ference between 1 per cent. and from 5 per
cent. to 614 per cent. on 214 millions of
money this year? If so, was that a sound
bookkeeping act?

Mr. 1'anton: Do you suggest that there
has been any alteration in financial methods
adopted by this Government compared with
previous Governments.

Mr. DAVY :I said that no preceding
Government has had any such opportunity.

Mr. Penton: Answer the question!
iMtr. DAVY: Well then, yes, I do.
Mr. Panton: Then you are wrong.
Hon. H. Millington: interjected.
Mr. DAVY : Perhaps the member for

Leedervile-
Mr. Panton: You are casting a slur upon

the Government.
Mr. DAVY : Perhaps the member for

Leederville (Hon. H. Millington) will get
tip and make a speech. I do not think he
has started yet. Perhaps that hon. member
will quote three instances that tan be de-
scribed as anything approaching analagous
to the three I have dealt with to-night.

Mr. Panton: You said it was impossible
for mny other Government to do it. You
made a deliberate statement that there had
been an alteration in the financial methods
adopted by the Government.

Mr. DAVY: I said that there had never
been any analogous instances of these hap-
penings.

Mr. Penton: You are qualifying again.
Mr. DAVY: Do not let us get away from

the point-
Mr. SPEAKER : Order I
Mr. Panton: Will you answer my ques-

tion?7
Mvr. DAVY: I have answered the ques-

tion. There is supposed to be a surplus
this year.

Mr. Clydesdale: It is nothing to what it
will be next year.

Mr. Mann : If you adopt the same
methods.

Mr. DAVY : If this is the way the
finances are dealt with, why do the Govern-
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ment not take credit for the Table on the
floor of the House or, if I may refer to you,
Mr. Speaker, why not include your wig as
well? All those items come into question
equally with some of those I hare referredl
to. I make the elhallenge to the Premier
on the lines% I have indivated, and am pre-
pared to submit to anything that the Pre-
miet will subminit to. if the answer of any
reputable accountant is not as T have indi-
cated.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.0] : I
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
M1r. Barnard rose at the sanie time to

speak.
The 'Minister for Railways: Whby prevent

a mnember from speaking when he is on his
feet?

MNr. THOMNSON: I have no desire to do
that. The hion. member was behind me and I
did not see him. I thoughit you would want
to adjourn after the statements of the mem-
ber for West Perth.

The 'Minister for Railways: Not at all.
The M1inister for Mines: He knows as woll

as I do that there is nothing in them.
Motion put and negatived.

MR. BARNARD (Sussex) [9.1]: 1 shall
not detain the House long. We have heard
quite a lot about the surplus for the last
financial year. 1 am sorry to have to men-
tion it again, but I must say I was pleased
to hear from the Premier that we had a
surplus in fact and not simply a surplus on
paper. During the last three years I have
been asking- the Government to give atten-
tion to certain requirements in my district.
They are necessary works, but I have
always received the reply that there was
no money available for them. Therefore I
am pleased to boor that the Government
have a surl)lUs, becauise [1 now entertain thtehope that probably a few of the small items
I have been endeavou ring to get for my
district will be realised. It may be well
for me to mention them again, so that the
Ministers concerned wvill be acquainted with
them. One of them is a small siding re-
quired on the other side of Donnybrok.
People have been asking for this accomimo-
dation for many years, and it is certainly
a v ery necessary work. The Minister for
Railways has informed me that there are
other works of greater urgency, and that

owing- to thle shortage of money they could
not be provided. I hope that when I ap-
proach the Mtinister for Railways again he
will be able to indicate that the work will
bie carried out in the near future. The
people of Donny~brook have been agitating
for railway- station improvements for many
years, and a promise has been made that
a new station, would be built. So far
nothing has beeu done. I hope that this
promise will be fulfilled in the near future.
It is esseintial that a new station should be
provided. There is quite a lot of work in
that centre, and it is dangerous for the
people to have to cross the railway when
mnoving fromn one side of the town to the
oI ler., An overway bridge is required.
When I. apiproach the M1inister on this ques-
tion I hope I will not be met with the old
answer that there are no funds available
for time work. Last year an amount of
£5,000 waq placed on the Estimates to ewni-
mnence imnprovementsi to the Busselton jetty.
During my election campaign I was twitted

a ood deal with thle statement that the
p~rov'ision of that amount was onily an elec-
tion bait on the part of the Premier. I
denied that stfatement, and my denial was
supported by the Labour candidate, who
said thle amiount had genuinely been placed
on the Estimate-, and that the work would
be commencer]. So far nothing has been
done in that direction. The Mfinister for
Works has informed ince that as soon as the
Treasurer makes the money available Nh
will proceed with the work, I hope it will
be commuenced at anl early date. It is very
necessary that improvemients to the Jetty
should he carried out. Shipping is
retarded and vessels often have to pass
the port because there is not sufficient ac-
commodation for two vessels% to berth at
once. The revenue of the port is of great
assistance, and better accommodation should
be provided. ]Reference has been made to
the good -work of the Mfain Roads Board.
I have heard quite a lot about the good
roads that have been provided, but I have
not found any' of them ill liy district. I
had the pleasure on Sunday of seeing por-
tion of a good road constructed by the
Main Roads Board in the Bunburv district,
but unfortunately an aeroplane is necessary
to get to the good section. From the Bun-
bury end to the good section the stretch of
road is almost impassable, and the same
applies to the other end.
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Mr. Withers: I am not game to go out
and look at it.

Mr. BARNARD: I do not blame the hon.
member for that, especially if he has any
regard for his motor car. I realise that the
board cannot do everything at once, but I
hope that as soon as the weather improves,
they will make better progress than they
have made in the past. Group settlement
has been the subject of a lot of comment
during this debate. There is one statement
I wish to contradict for the second time, end
that is the assertion of the member for Avon
(1Mr. Griffiths) that the pimary producers
were the pecople who first suggested group
settlement. I had reason to contradict it
on a previous occasion when a member of
the Primary Producers;' Association made
the statement. 3Mr. Griffiths said that at a
conference of the Primary Producers' As-
sociation in 3915 the question of group
settlement was brouight up and Sir James
Mitchell followed that suggestion. In 1911
when the late Mr. Frank Wilson delivered
his first policy speech in lBusselton and the
present Leader of the Opposition was Min-
ister for Land;, he said-

The future of this country depends so largely
upon a constant stream of immigration to our
shores that the matter must not he neglected
in the slightest degree. A vast territory lies
in the south-wvest of Busselton around Nannup,
B3ridgetown and JDeninark. The Government is
determined to take immnediate steps to en-
courage settlement in this area, and wini,
ther'efore, seek approval of a railway from
Busselton to Margaret River as a commuence-
ment of a general scheme which includes a
railway f romn Manjimup to Denmark and Nan-
nup to Deep River. It is proposed to settle as
quickly as possible fifty farmers in the Bus-
Eselton district, fifty in Bridigetown, and fifty
in the Albany district. The Government will
erect a small cottage, dairying building, and
boundary fence, and clear a small area (say
tea acres) and provide them with ten cows.

That was the origin of groap settlement,
and when Sir James Mfitchell was in power.
he brought the scheme into operation. When
the ax-Mlinister for Lands (Ron. W. C.
Aagwin) undertook the administration of
group settlement 1 am satisfied he was
keen in the desire to make it a success, hut
lie always admitted that he -was not a far-
mer and had no experience of farming, and
therefore he had to be guided by his ad-
visers. It was thought fit to appoint a
Rloyal Commission to inquire into group
settlement generally and decide -what should
be done. As with most Royal Commissions,
the result was small.

Mr. Lindsay: It was the fault not of the
Royal Commission but of the House, which
did not discuss the report.

Mr. BARNARD: The es.-Minister for
Lands, however, did accept one of the re-
commendations of the Royal Commission,
namely, that the clearing shoald he done by
contract. That proved an absoLute failure
and was the worst thing ever done in con-
nection with group, settlements. Up to the
present the groups have not recovered f row
the effect of adopting that recommendation.
The men who were on the groups to become
farmers were converted into wage-earners
or land-clearers. They forgot that they
were there to carve out f arms for them-
selves, and they set to work to earn as big
a cheque as possible. Some of them earned
very large cheques. Then it was found that
a mistake had been made, and circular No.
88, of which so much has been heard, limit-
ing the earnings of group settlers, was put
into force. tUnder it the settlers were
allowed to earn not more than £20 per
mnonth and deductions were made for every
cow in excess of two. Consequently the
men that had gone on to the groups for
their own convenience left. Some of them
engaged in road and drainage work, some
in sleeper carting, and some started small
businesses. Instead of contract clearing
having proved a benefit, it has proved the
reverse for everyone on the group settle-
ments and has been the cause of much dis-
content. If the original system had been
continued, less money would have been ex-
pended, and possibly much more farming
would have been done. While contract
clearing was permitted, the men engaged in
no spare time effort, because they pat all
their time into clearing work. I do not
blame the .ex-Minister for Lands;, it was
the administration that was at fault. Now
we have been inform ed through the Press
that 500 blocks are to be condemned or
linked tip with other blocks. The settlers
are anxious to know which blocks are going
to be condemned. Some of the men have
been living on their own blocks and working
on other blocks, because they have been
infornned that theirs will probably be
linked up. All this has made for discon-
tentment. I have a letter here from a num-
ber of group settlers saying they do not
know whether their blocks are going to be
condemned. One of them says, "If heard
my block is going to be condemned, and if so
I do not -want to put in any spare time

359
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effort, and I shall not plant any vegetables.
What is the positioni?" One of the argu-
ments raised at the inception of group set-
tlement as to security of tenure has been
strongly revived. In fact, it has been one
of the bones of contention practically all
through the piece that the settlers bad no
security of tenure, They were always told
by the Government that they need not worry
as the Government would look after them.
Having learned that 500 blocks are to be
condemned; they ask, "Where is our security
of tenure now? The Government are letting
us down." Some of the men, who had small
amounts of capital, have spent it on their
properties, and they are wondering whether
they will receive any compensation for that
expenditure. I have hal a dozen questions
from an association, and am going to submit
them to the Minister for his answer. That
is one of them.

The Minister for Lands: You are in the
happy position to communicate them quite
Soon.I

M1r. BARNARD: Much has been said
about the Abba River country, the linking
up and the condemning of blocks. In his
speech last week the Minister for Lands
said, when quoting the difference between
fertilising on poor land and fertilising on
good land, that it cost £1 14s. per acre to
fertilise at Jardee, and £03 17s, to fertilise at
Abba River. 1 can understand that. The
land at Jardee is muck better than at the
other place, but it costs twice as much to
dlear that land. In many cases on the Abba
River the fertiliser was put upon land in
such a way that it was wasted. The pas-
tures that were sown for two or three years
did not germinate, because the land was
under water. It could easily cost £3 17s. on
acre to fertilise the country in that con-
dition. The money was wasted.

The Minister for Lands: Why was not
the country drained first? Why put the
cart before the horse, and start sawing the
seed when the ground was under water?

Mr. BARNARD: That was a question of
management. The people in Perth who is-
sued the instructions did not see the land.
The foreman had to do what he was told
whether he liked it or not, so that quite a
lot of the seed was wasted. The Leader of
the Opposition said that it had taken a long
time to find out that the land was no good,
and the Premier replied that the land had
to be proved. Quite a lot of the country

has not been proved. Instructions have fre-
quently been issued from Perth that certain
things had to be done. I know that fore-
men themselves would not have approved of
certain things, but they had to carry out the
instructions. Some men have not had an
opportunity of farming their land, such as
I would like to see given to them. I asked
the Minister for Lands the other night
whether they had had this opportunity, and
he said that they had ini some instances. I
am told that in one group in my district
the settlers are not allowed to suggest what
should be done. Everything is done from
Perth, and it has to be cardied out accord-
ingly. On some of the groups are men who
could buy and sell the foremen as farmers,
but they have no voice in what is done.
Some of the foremen have not been in Aus-
tralin very long. It is not necessary for a
foreman under present conditions to know
very much, because he is merely there to
carry out instructions. There are people who
have been in Australia all their lives and
know. a lot about farmin. They are handi-
capped on their holdings because they are
not allowed to do what they think is right.
In the much despised Abba River district
one nin told me he went there with £10,
and now he is able to buy a motor car and
is quite satisfied with his lot. He is quite
prepared to carry on. If the Minister has
seen fit to condemn his block he should be
allowed to c-arry on if he wishes to do so.
No man who is willing to stay on his block,
and is prepared to make a living upon it,
should be turned out, Ie should not he
taken away from that location and put upon
another, merely because it will not carry 20
cows. If he can make a living he should
be allowed to stay there.

The Minister for Lands: Ts this man you
speak of on a group, and is he still receiv-
ing wages, or is he on contract?

Mr. BARNARD: I do not know what hie
is doing. He is quite satisfied to stay where
he is. No doubt his block is entirely cleared
by now.

Mr. Lindsey: He must be one of the £0
5s. men.

Mr. BARNARD. No. Hie is not only
milking cows. The Minister for Lands
quoted the evidence of al Mr. Smith, who said
a man must have 300 or 400 acres and -run
40 or 50 cows in order to make a living. The
man I speak of has been there for several
years, and is making a living off 100 acres of
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pasture. Last year he milked 80 cows. Hie
(lid not elect to do this. He bought
a lot of young stock, which he hoped
when matured to sell to the Government. He
slipped, however, and he has had to milk
[ice stock himself. It has paid him to do
so, aithotigh hie had to hand-iced them. The
tugineern; have laid down a wvonderful drain-
age scheme for the Busselton area. As the
Minister stated, it is not yet completed. I
understand that some of it is to be stopped.
because it 'zocs near the locations that are
going to be condemned. Those who have
locations which are not condemned will not
lbe able to get that drainage. 1 understand
that levels hare been taken on every block.
From the lowest portion of the location
drains could be made and connected up with
the drainage scheme, so that all the blocks
in the area could be drained. Those who
have had the ordering of the ploughing bare
not always ploughed the land in the right
i-ry so that it would drain properly. In
many eases the plonghing has been done
in a circular fashion, so that the land will
remain wet all the wvinter. Two-thirds of
that country has not been properly inves-
tigated for the growing of pastures, and we
do not know what it wilt grow until it is
proved. I have seen maize growing on the
Abba River plains 10 feet high. I have
known that country all may life, and would
not hare dreamt of its doing this. Members
from the wheat area who condemn our coun-
try know very little about it.

Itr. Lindsay: Did -you show that to the
Royal Commission?

Mr. BARNARD: Many members have
never been there. The member for Toodyay
was fortunate enough to be on the Royal
Commission. Most of its members were
wheat farmers, and knew very little about
farming in the South-West. They could not
specak from personal experience of the South-
'West. If they were honest they would agree
that they are growing wheat now on land
they never expected would grow any. I have
heard a lot about light lands and the growing
of wheat upon them. I am sure that wheat
growers will lbe pleased to know that our
light lands will grow good pastures.

Mr. Lindsay: We proved our light lands
without Government assistance.

-Mr. BARNARD: We have land that will
grow good pastures that were not expected
to grow anything. I do not profess to know
anythinig about wheat farming, but I have
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seen lend in the wheat belt that I would not
expect to grow any wheat. At any rate,
I would not display my ignorance in the
House as other members have done. The
Member for Beverley (MNr. Bro-wn) is the
only authority we have on land. He knows
all about it. He said we had the wrong
class of, men from the Old Country on group
settlements. Most of the people from the
Old Country were good enough to fight for
the Empire, but when they come here, take
up land and assist in the development of the
State, they are despised. Amongst the early
settlers on the groups 'were many Western
Au stral ians and people from the other States.
Some of them were amongst the first to leave.
In many cases inducements i-cerc offered to
them to earn more money elsewhere. A lot
of work wvas going on in the way of sleeper
cutting, carting and rond and drainage work,
and this took a lot of them away. Many of
these people have since applied to go back
on the groups. The Minister said in Bus -
selton that over 100 applications had been
received with this object. Many people have
written to me desiring to go back. I hope
if time M2%inister has decided to condemn a lot
of these blocks hie will throw them open for
selection at a reasonable price. I know
many persons who are looking for land. I
had a letter to-day f rom. a man in the
'Margaret River district saying he had ap-
plied on two occasions for land, and had
been refused because the land -was reserved
for group settlers, although never surveyed
for that purpose. He has a family of seven,
including four sons, and he wants to take
up land. 1 will call upon the Mini-
ister later about him. Many of the
condemned blocks will be taken up
and some use will be made of them.
It would be a pity to allow them to revert
to their old state. They have been cleared,
some decently, but others not too well, and
they can be turned into good pasture
land and will help the people along.
The little pinpricks which have been ad-
ministered to the man on the land have
caused quite a number of good settlers to
leave. Many settlers have had very in-
ferior stock allotted to them, and that ap-
plies to both horses and cattle. In some
eases the horses supplied have not been Alt
to do the work; in other cases settlers have
not been able to get horses at all to do
their ploughing. Some locations which
have been in occupation for four or five
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years have not their pastures down yet, this
being- due to the fact that the land has not
been ploughed owing to the lack of horses.
F'requently the conditions have not been
satisfactory. Quite a lot of the £E4,000.000
spent has been absolutely wasted. That is
undeniable. Let us hope that the new M1ili-
ister, who I feel sutre has made up his mind
to do his very best-

Mr. Thomson: lDo you say £2,000,000 has
been wasted?

Mr. BARNARD): Yes, easily. The money
could have been used to better advantage
by encouraging the mien to grow something,
even if the Government had to buy the
produce and dispose of it at a loss. That
would have been more to the advantage of
the settlers and of the country, because the
mnen would have been engaged in developing
their holdings. The Government might
even have given a bonus on butter fat. I
shall be told, of course, that the Govern-
ment are not permitted by the Federal Con-
stitultion to do such a thing; but there are
ways in which they could have assisted the
development of the dairying industry in
the South-West by something in the nature
of a bonus. We know that the hatter in-
dustry in the Eastern States was built up
by bonuses. What strikes me as very
strange indeed is that the majority of the
people, and of members of this House in
particular, appear to think that south-
western dairying should have been de-
veloped ini the course of five years to a
position almost equaililg that which East-
ern States dairying has attained in the
course of 40 or 50 years. I am satisfied
that when we have been at dairying in the
South-West for half the time that the
Eastern States have been at it, our industry
will be quite equal to all the requirements
of Western Australia. The MNinister has
decided, I understand, to appoint a hoard
to deal with the question of group settle-
ment, if he is successful-and I hope he
will be-in getting the right men for that
board, undoubtedly group settlement will
be put on the track towards doing some
good for the settlers and for Western Aus-
tralia. Having travelled through the group
settlements with the Minister, I am con-
vinced that he is anxious to do his very
best for them; and with the assistance of
a suitable hoard he will certainly achieve
considerable good. Anything I can do in
my part of the country to assist him, I

certainly shall do. So much has been said
about g(roup bettleient. and most of it
airainst group settlement-

Mr. Thomson: Not necessarily against it.

Mr. BAIRNARI): I do not think I have
heard hon., members in general say any-
thing in favour of group settlement. The
administration has been criticised freely,
and we know it has not been all that was
expected; but I still maintain that many
settlers have not had a fair chance and
have not been given proper assistance to
develop their holdings. I look forward to
thiat genuine ass9istance being rendered to
them fromo now on, assistance that is
needed to enable them to make a success
of their holdings. The members of the
new board, I uinderstand, are to be peacti-
vnl men with a knowledge of the South-
West, and are to instruct the settlers how
to go about their work. They will have a
pretty hard job to carry out, but if the
righlt men are chosen we should daring the
niext few years have better results from
the groups than we have had so far,
and with the expenditure of much less
nonrcy.

Onl Inution
journed.

by Mr. Thomson, debate ad-

House adjour-ned at 9.35 p-rm.


